








Copyright, r9¢5. by The Sunday School Times Co. 


Che Sunday School Gimes 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as second-class matter. 








Published weekly by The Sunday School 
Times Co., 1031 Walnut St., Phila., Pa. 





Philadelphia, May 15, 1915 


Vol. Fifty-seven, No, 20 


$1.50 a year; in clubs, $1.00 
See page 304 








Lesson for May 30 in this Issue 


Notes on Open Letters . 


Is He Called to Preach? . . 2904 

To Save the Church. . 7% . 204 

Does God Punish Forgiven ‘Sin? . | : + 2904 
From a Veteran Pastor's Prayers yy” (ie C. 
The Enchanted Field of Higher Criticism. By the Rev. 


Charles H. Pridgeon . 
Rescued from the psteens of a Chinese Prison. By Charles 
Ernest Scott . 
Trainin Sunday-School Leaders. By ‘Walter S ‘Athearn, 297 
When the ‘‘ Booze vena Hit Paterson. or Burton H. 
Allbee 
General Lesson Helps . . 298- mad 
For Family Worship. By John “Vimarhy y Stone, | D.D.. . 302 
For Children at Home. . + «302 
air Dares mens 3 a es 28. Ss oe tt teu s 303 
’ ‘The Young People’s Praver-Meeting. By Robert EF. Speer, 304 
Can You Answer These an gest By Samuel Sco- 
Ville, fe eG ee othe s be bees ae 


fe 


“ 


Lesson Calendar 


Golden Text for the Quarter: I myself will be the shepherd of my 
sheep.— Ezek. 34 : 15. 


2. April rr. David pS Se 1 Sam. 16 
3. April 18.—The Shepherd Psalm .......... . Pra. 23 
4- April 25.—-David and Goliath... ....... 1 Sam. 17 : 1-54 
5. May 2.—Saul Tries to Kill David. .......... 1 Sam. 1g 
6. May 9.—Friendship of David and Jonathan. ... . 1 Sam. 20 
4 May 16.—David Spares Saul... .. > ...00-- s Sam. 26 


- May *- .—David King over Judah and 


srael 


2 Sam. 2: 1-7; 5: 1-5 
Or, Whitsuntide Lesson: ‘The a of the Spirit, 1 Cor. 12: 1- 13 
9. May 30. -—David Brings the Ark to 

erusalem 2 Sam. 6: 1-19; Psa. 24 


20. June 6.—Nathan Rebukes Davii . ... . 2Sam.11:1to12:74 
a1. June 13.—The Blessedness of Forgiveness ........ Psa. 32 
22. June 20.—A Prayer for the Tempted (‘l'emperance 
ET «> a a de IO sy em 8 Psa. 141 
a3. June 27.—Review ; David, the Shepherd of Israel. 
bf 
The Outlook 
By Laura Roe Mills 
The Atheist 
HERE is no God; who tells me that this 


span 
Of petty pain and pleasure is controlled 
By other than the whim-led will of man, 

He must be blind or fool. I cannot hold 
Your dreamer’s notion of a guiding hand ; 
There is no God whom I can understand. 

The Agnostic 
I do not know; there may be One above 

Who sees the strange enigma of our life 
And wisely holds its key,—perhaps in love,— 

Who overrules our struggle, knows our strife ; 
But it is all conjecture still, to me; 

I will believe when I can clearly see. 
The Christian 
Iknow Whom I believe. The questions rise,— 

The problems are not few,—but I have seen 
The vision far transcending all surinise,— 

A love that plans, a strength on which I lean; 
My Master rules, for faith has told me so. 

I know Him whom I have believed—I know. 
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What Is the Good News 


It is good news to learn that the worst thing that 
could happen to us has been forever prevented. Ifa 
business ‘man who knows thai the passing of the next 
hour will leave him a hopeless, disgraced bankrupt, 
suddenly has placed in his hands, as an outright gift, 
securities that not only meet all his liabilities but 
make him independently rich for the rest of his life- 
time, —that is good news. Ifa man has finally faced 
the fact that he has a disease that is moving on with 
relentless certainty to unspeakable suffering and an 
early death, and then discovers a physician who sat- 
isfies him that he can and will cure him as he has 
cured others of the same malady, —that is good news. 
All this, and more, Jesus Christ brings to the world 
in his gospel, or Good News. Eternal bankruptcy, 








eternal disease and suffering, which are the second 





death, were our inescapable lot; then He came, 
paid our debts, healed our disease, made us inde- 
pendently wealthy for eternity, and gave us the very 
life of God as our health, What Jehovah Said to 
Jerusalem through Ezekiel (16 : 14) our Lord Jesus 
Christ says to each one of us who believe on him : 

««Thy renown went forth among the nations for thy 
beauty ; for it was perfect, through my majesty which 
I had put upon thee."’ 
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The One-Idea Man 


It pays to stick to one thing. Only those per- 
sons in whose lives some one great purpose outweighs 
every thing else rise above the shoulders of the crowd. 
Concentration does it. Strugglers in the commercial 
world are reminded that ‘The man who minds his 
own business will soon have a business of his own to 
mind.'’ Paul had a passion for one thing, as he 
said, ‘‘ Forgetting the things which are behind, and 
stretching forward to the things which are before, I 
press on toward the goal unto the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus."" And Paul succeeded, 
by holding to that one thing, so that his life was glori- 
fied by the presence of Christ, and made fruitful to 
the rest of the world, as few if any other lives of the 
Christian era. Have you decided what your one 


gyal is? 
x 
Stop Trying ! 


When to try means to fail,.what shall we do? 
There is only one answer: if we want to begin to 
succeed, we must stop the trying that has meant fail- 
ure. And it guarantees our failure when we try to do 
that which only God can do. Many a Christian has 
tried all his life to overcome the power of his sins; and 
he is still failing. He is making the mistake that a 
mature Christian made when he said of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ: ‘‘I am willing to die by it, and I am 
trying to live by it.’’ If we do not ‘‘try'’ to die by 


the gospel, why should we ‘‘ try"’ to live by it? When 
we have accepted Jesus Christ as Saviour from the 
death-penalty of our sins, we stop trying to have any- 
thing to do with the salvation which is his free gift: 
we accept it, and we leave wholly to him our safe- 
keeping for eternity. Have we realized that our 
freedom from the power of sin, now in this world, can 
come only in the same way? We can never know 
the full power of the gospel as our present deliverance 
so long as we ¢ry, or make efforts, to live byit. Only 
when we take Christ's deliverance from the power of 
our sins as a gift, a complete, all-sufficient work for 
which he is solely responsible, and cease from all 
effort, from all ‘‘trying’’ to help him do that which 
is his exclusive responsibility, can we really live by 
the gospel. Will you not step out to-day into this Life? 
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Power in the Pauses 

Every enforced pause in our life is an exceptional 
opportunity straight from God, This is true of the 
briefest pauses as well as of longer ones. Not all of 
us would have viewed the difficulties of addressing a 
foreign audience through an interpreter as a special 
opportunity of blessing from God; yet that is what 
Dr. John R. Mott has said of it. Speaking of some 
of his experiences in bringing the claims of Christ be- 
fore the students of the non-Christian world, he said : 
«Some do not approve of having an interpreter in this 
work, but I have had good results from interpreters. 
It proves to me that the power is from God. You. 
have more time to pray—while the interpreter is speak- 
ing you have time to look up to God for what to say 
next; and I can explain in this way the fact that I got 
better results of a spiritual kind with interpreters than 
when I went ahead in my own strength without time to 
pray.’’ Pray in the pauses! Perhaps we should all 
get ‘better results of a spiritual kind’’ in many of 
our activities if we were sensitive and quick to capi- 
talize these calls from God to draw freely upon his 
power, 
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' The Reaction of the Critical Spirit 


HE most pathetic victim of the critical spirit is 
the habitual critic himself. Answering the in- 
vitation of human frailty in others, he has 

yielded to the temptation of pointing out defects until 
his own vision becomes defective in ability to see 
anything else. His alertness for blemishes, his sen- 
sitiveness to whatever has gone wrong as he sees it, 
become so highly developed that the refinements of 
character around him, the glory of God shining in a 
human face, seem unreal to him, or at least only in- 
cidental, and his mind, suffering from acute criticitis, 
darts like a hawk at its prey. 

It may take years of practise to produce an out-and 
out critic of the destructive sort, who lives a life of 
misanthropic elation over his exploits, and who cares 
little for his loss of power in appreciative seeing. To 
some there is a curiously alluring delight in the abili- 
ty to find flaws, to point out how unlovely the beauti- 
ful really is, to let no one enjoy anything with un- 
alloyed happiness. And that delight is a terribly 
subtle poison, because such pride is taken in the 
very faculty that destroys the higher vision, and 
throws into contempt the generous, uncalculating 
estimates that enlarge the soul. The elation that 
comes from striking off keen cynicisms is the lure that 
misleads many into a growing hardness of attitude 
toward others and toward life: 

There are some in whose presence we hardly dare 
to become enthusiastic because any gladness of soul 
only inwites bitter or ironical criticism. But the most 
profound harm enters thereby, not into the soul of the 
suppressed enthusiast but into the being of the man 


who has been unwilling that there should be any un- 
qualified enthusiasm anywhere near him. He it is 
who suffers most, loses most, is most to be pitied, 
because the best impulses of his heart have been so 
blunted and even destroyed. The reaction upon him 
is far heavier than the action upon the heart of an- 
other. In the critic the springs are dry ; in the other 
the springs, though closed for a moment, flow on 
again and are cleared by the flow. 

There are some who earnestly believe that they are 
simply looking at men and things with level eyes 
when they see in the large the sins of men and the 
defects of things. They hold that these matters 
ought not to be overlooked in our estimates, and that 
only fools shut their eyes to the facts. Sometimes, 
indeed, we are as great fools when we fail to do this 
as when wedoit. There are occasions when we must 
use all possible perception and sagacity in measuring 
others, weighing all the factors we can discern, as 
when an employer chooses a helper, or a people a 
leader. But no employer whose habit of mind is to 
see chiefly the bad in others can possibly know with 
any accuracy when he has a good applicant before 
him, or a good worker in his service. The reaction of 
that- habit makes him sensitive to what he doesn’t 
want, and insensitive to what he does want. 

The church that seeks a pastor, and has freely in- 
dulged the critical spirit for any length of time, gets 
into a condition of mind and heart wherein is small 
hope for choosing a pastor who has the needed quali- 
fications, because that church-has destroyed its own 
power of discernment in the realm of wise choices on 





294 * 


a high spiritual plane. The reaction of the critical 
spirit in that case makes it almost impossible for the 
church to find a leader with the qualities most needed 
just there, because it becomes so hard to appreciate or 
recognize him when found. A congregation in which 
the spirit of criticism of the pastor and of one another 
is abroad among the people needs a miracle of grace 
to revive it into a condition which will justify a pastor 
in thinking the aggregation is a church at all. 

And what reaction there is upon many a man who 
is keenly critical in his home life! He speaks his 
mind, to be sure, and he prides himself on his frank- 
ness. His children gradually give up the glad bring- 
ing of affairs to him just for a talk about them, be- 
cause he is so sure to find a flaw somewhere, and dis- 
course about it, when they knew all the time about the 
flaw, and only just wanted a bappy friendly time with 
fither. His wife ceases to consult him about some 
problems.on which she herself is clear enough, but 
over which he always thinks it necessary to become 
impressive. All she wanted was encouragement ; 
and what she got was criticism, already taken fully 
into account, and a heartache beneath:a dutiful atten- 
tion to his—vaporings, any one else would call them, 
but not she, That father’s step on the walk at even- 
ing starts none of the children scurrying to the door 
to welcome him. No, there are things father won't 
like, they are sure, as.soon as he steps within the 
door, and they wonder just what the particular things 
will be to-night. It's just father’s way, after all, and 
he really does get a good welcome from his lenient 
and considerate household, But oh, the reaction on 
the man in unloveliness of character, in austerity, in 
needless burdens, in growing hardness of heart ! 


If the reaction is like this in our human relation- 
ship, what of that hidden relationship to Christ that 
constitutes life in its normal state? Is it possible that 
a man may be in true fellowship with Him, and yet 
find any intellectual or spiritual satisfaction in saying 
smartly critical things? There are times when a man 
must speak other words than words of praise, but the 
admission of that fact ought not to give an excuse for 
indulgence in criticism as a luxury. It is not enough 
in considering the possibilities of fellowship with 
Christ to say that he was a terribly direct critic, and 
hence his followers may rightly follow him in that, 
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From a Veteran Pastor's Prayers 
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Our Lord could speak as man cannot speak, and no 
man can take up the whip of criticism with grim de- 
light, and lash right and left with it, on the ground 
that his enjoyment of the process makes him more 
like Christ. Our Lord never gives one the impres- 
sion that he is getting personal enjoyment out of his 
own drastic criticism of others, but he speaks with 
high authority and dignity because he must speak 
** straight as a line of light,’’ or with a breaking heart 
of love over the sins of man. We cannot justify our 
captiousness by his words, or the unholy joy of the 
smart critic or gossip-monger by anything in him. 
Indulgence in these things shatters any true fellowship 
with him, because such things are not of him. That 
is a reaction of the critical spirit which men often 
overlook when bemoaning their sense of remoteness 
from God. 

Is the calm and experienced counsel of Paul too 
tame and impractical for strong natures of to-day? 
Or might not some of us show more true strength in 
Christlikeness if we were to follow that counsel,— 
‘Brethren, even if a man be overtaken in any tres- 
pass,"’—yes, caught in the very act,—‘‘ye who are 
spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness ; 
looking to thyself, lest thou also be tempted.”’ 

**Come, children, let us go! 

We travel hand in hand ; 

Each in his brother finds his joy 
In this wild stranger land. 

The strong be quick to raise 
The weaker when they fall ; 

Let love and peace and patience bloom 
In ready help for all.’ 





Is He Called to Preach? 


About twelve years ago I went to college, intending 
after finishing to study law. It was my supreme desire 
then (as it is now) to serve God and my fellow-man. I 
was led to believe that I could best serve by being a for- 
eign missionary, since the need in the foreign fields is so 
great. I was granted license to preach by my church, and 
was accepted as a missionary. / am sure J never felt 
called to preach before then, and | have NEVER had the as- 
surance | want that God called me to preach his gospel. 

1 went out as a foreign missionary, but after eighteen 
months I had to return on account of ill-health. I was 
bordering on a physical breakdown. I joined my home 
conference, and for six years now I have preached as 
faithfully and zealously as I could. But during all these 
years I was not sure that God wanted me to preach. Iam 
sure that he wants me to serve, but preaching is not the 
only way ofserving. ‘Three things have kept me at the 
work of preaching: 1. The need for preachers ; 2, The 
opportunity to serve ; 3. My desire to serve God in the 
place where | could do the greatest good. Perhaps an- 
other should be added ; namely, What if I am called, and 
should give it up! 

If | know my heart, no sinister motives move me to re- 
tire from the ministry. I am as a to preach as I am 
to do anything ; but if I were compelled to say ot 
that I am sure God has called me to preach his Word, 
could not say it. This has given me much unhappiness. 
Ever and anon the thought comes to me that I may be 
serving where I have not been asked to serve. Am I in 
another's way ? 

If God has blessed me with any talent, I have often 
thought it was tojwrite. I have felt a strong desire to edit 
apaper. From my very early boyhood this desire has 
been with me. ‘There can be no doubt that a God-fearing 
editor can serve the cause of God. 

Now, since I am not absolutely sure that I am called of 
God to be a preache”, and since I have seen many times 
the need for clean, upright newspapers, and since I feel a 
very strong desire, some talent, and to an extent a call, to 
enter upon the newspaper work, I ask you for advice. 
What would you do under similar circumstances ?—A 
SOUTHERN PREACHER. 


A feeling of doubt is not a sufficient reason for giv- 
ing up the work of preaching. The consciousness of 
an evident talent for work of another sort is not a 
sufficient reason. Nor is even a strong natural desire 
for work of another sort. Above everything else in 
this world God needs men who will unreservedly give 
ail their time to the direct work of making known the 





Good News of the salvation which lost men may have 
in Jesus Christ. Any man who is now so fortunate 
as to be in that work ought not to leave it unless God 
plainly forbids him to continue in it, by overwhelm- 
ing and unmistakably clear intimations of His will. 

The preacher or Christian worker of any other sort 
who is beset with doubts as to his form or place of 
service needs, perhaps, to ask God first of all to show 
him whether he has yet let Christ become his whole 
and only life in that fulness of indwelling and replac- 
ing that makes Christ's mind, Christ's passion for 
salvation, Christ’s burdens, Christ's victory over all 
sin, Christ's power in winning men to himself, a hab- 
itual part of this man’s life. With many of us, saz 
is the first great matter to get made right. Then 
questions of our life work are settled so simply and 
easily and unmistakably that we wonder that they 
ever perplexed us. If we are not having daily expe- 
rience of the miracle ‘‘ life that is Christ’’ as our own 
victorious, satisfying, and miracle-working life, that 
is what God is calling us to enter into. Then preach- 
ing the gospel, unless God imperatively closes the 
door, will be a life work that nothing can keep us 
from, 


a? 
To Save the Church 


A few weeks ago a brief but remarkable letter was 
circulated in the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States of America. Although a denominational mat- 
ter, it is so interdenominational in its eternal signifi- 
cance that it is published here for the quickening and 
encouragement of those of all denominations to whose 
eves it may come. The letter is signed by two hun- 
dred and one ministers and laymen of twenty-three 
states. The list of signers is too long to publish here, 
but it includes names that stand for much in the life 
of this church. The letter originally went out, in be- 
half of a Voluntary Committee, from Mark A. Mat- 
thews, D.D., pastor of the First Presbyterian Church 
of Seattle, Washington, a former Moderator of the 
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Presbyterian General Assembly. Entitled ** Back to 
Fundamentals," it reads as follows : 


The undersigned, ministers and laymen of the Presby- 
terian Church, to all our churches, olisiaens, 
church officers church courts to unite in action in 


defense of the fundamentals of our common faith: 

In view of the deep unrest in the religious thought of 
the day, we believe pronounced and nt emphasis 
should be placed on the integrity and authority of the Bible 

. as the word of God, the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
His vicarious atonement on the cross—the only way of 
salvation—and His resurrection. 

We believe these doctrinés should be ached from 
our pulpits, and that the sessions of our churches should 
insist that this be done. 

We suggest, furthermore, when a church is seeking a 
minister to be its pastor that it shall not call any man 
save one who unreservedly and heartily accepts the great 
fundamentals herein enumerated and taught by our 
standards. 

We have been led to express this belief and to offer 
these suggestions under the deep conviction that only on 
such a basis can the church succeed in its mission, and 
the Gospel of Christ be propagated to His glory and ac- 
cording to His own will. 

May we not urge you to unite with us in prayer that all 
our churches, ministers, and officers may feel the supreme 
importance of this appeal ? 


The long list of signers is followed by a brief mes- 
sage from Dr. Matthews, in part as follows : 


The appeal prepared by the Voluntary Committee has 
been signed by the above, with an earnest prayer that it 
be received and pooregeee by every loyal, consecrated 
minister and member of the Presbyterian Church in the 
. United States of America. 

Scores have written letters expressing their great joy on 
being given the opportunity to sign such an appeal. 
have written urging the taking of even more strenuous 
steps. Letters from earnest men are still arriving asking 
that their names be attached. We had only a short time 
in which to send out letters to the different sections of the 
country from which to secure a general expression. 

Thousands of pens would leap from their scabbards into 
fingers, controlled by faith, to subscribe the names of 
men who have not bowed their knees to Baal nor turned 
aside to the flesh-pots of pagan thought. These names 
Mare continue to come, and perhaps we will publish them 
ater. 


Sessions are especially urged to take the suggestions 
made and to examine ministers thoroughly. This is the 
crucial age. ‘Ihere is no way by which one can be saved 
except the vicarious atonement of Jesus Christ, and there 
is no other power by which this country can be sobered 
and saved except the power of the Triune God through 
Jesus Christ. ‘The country needs to come to its knees in 
prayer, and to the daily: study of God’s Word. Let us 
pray for a great revival, Please publish. . 

_Praise God that he has laid it upon the hearts of 
his children in Christ to sound this call to the Church 
of Christ! Will not the leaders of other denomina- 
tions send out a similar message to their brethren ? 
If there are denominations in which this has already 
been recently done, the Editor of The Sunday School 
Times will welcome information and copies of such 
messages, in order that they may be shared similarly 
with readers of the Times. May we all heed this call to 
prayer for the purifying and safeguarding of that which 
our Lord Jesus Christ poured out his own life to create : 
the Church, which is his body and bride. 


= 
Does God Punish Forgiven Sin? 


Does God in any sense ever punish forgiven sin?—A 

‘TEXAS READER. 

God blots out, annihilates, the spiritual result or 
disaster of any sin the instant it is brought to him in 
confession, repentance, surrender, and faith in the 
work of Jesus Christ. Then God so miraculously re- 
stores the relationship between the sinner and him- 
self that the spiritual life of the forgiven one is made 
as though that sin had never been committed. There 
is no trace of spiritual punishment for that sin after 
this. But there may be physical or material results 
from the committed and forgiven sin that God does 
not undo, although he forgives completely and forever 
the sin. A drunkard who loses a leg or an arm 
through an accident in a debauch, a business man 
who loses a fortune through sinful speculation, a crim- 
inal who is convicted and sent to prison for his crime, 
—all these men will be completely forgiven, restored 
to every spiritual privilege, and set on the throne, 
reigning with Christ, the instant they confess these 
sins to God in surrender and trust in the name of 
Christ; but the crippled body will not be made 
whole, the lost fortune may not be restored, the term 
of imprisonment may have to be served out. These 
results are in a certain sense God’s punishment of for- 
given sin. 

There seems to be a clear distinction between the 
physical or material results of forgiven sin, and the 
Spiritual results, The spiritual results are infinitely 
the more important ; and these our Lord Jesus Christ 
blots -out instantly and forever for the penitent and 
trusting sinner. 
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-Enchanted Field of Higher Criticism 
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Wren he was really convinced that God had 
called him to preach, no task seemed too diffi- 
cult. It is true that many of the subjects he 
had prescribed for him, in his long curriculum at 
college and three or four years at the seminary, seemed 
somewhat irrelevant, and had a strong tendency to 
cool his zeal for soul-winning and to hinder his spirit 
of separation from the world. But he saw that these 
things were part of his discipline, and that was all 
that was necessary; so they were pursued with 
pleasure. 

The new world of college life opened to him with 
all its fascination. Its social features, its fellowships, 
its athletics, its literary atmosphere, its Y. M. C. A. 
and chapel exercises, made up a new life. His call- 
ing was still before him, Sometimes the call became 
dim as it was obscured by other things; sometimes it 
sounded loud and clear. He went in a little stronger 
for athletics than he had intended. He learned how 
to make ‘*touchdowns’’ on the foot-ball field; but, 
at least occasionally, he longed for the time when he 
could make ‘*touchdowns’’ for the Lord. 

After graduation he studied for a time at one of the 
best of our theological schools. Then came the op- 
portunity to realize a dream that he had hardly dared 
to entertain: he was to have the privilege of further 
pursuing his theological studies in one of the foreign 
countries. When this vista opened to him he could 
scarcely believe it real; his mind was in a whirl. 
What country should he choose? What school? 


Famous Scotch Divines at a Modern Athens 

From among the many places Scotland loomed 
large, and in it Edinburgh, the modern Athens of 
culture. It was with high hopes and ambitions that 
he and a college chum embarked.. He was to be bet- 
ter prepared than he had hoped for preaching the 
gospel. 

Scotland was enchanted ground. A strain of blood 
from Scotch stock made him love the land of his fore- 
fathers. The history of Reformation and _ Post-Refor- 
mation times made it a sort of holy landtohim. The 
Scottish loyalty to God’s Word and sacrifice for the 
truth, their, fidelity in persecutions and martyrdoms, 
cast a strong spell over him. 

There was at that day, now more than twenty-five 

years ago, Principal Cairns with his big heart and 
mind, who opened to him a larger outlook on things 
spiritual. The Principal's prayers at the opening of 
his lectures were not in vain. He never forgot to ask 
God's blessing on the ‘‘ two American students’’ who 
had come so far to study God’s Word. There were 
the profound Principal. Rainey and the philosophic 
and theistic Professor Flint. There were the weighty 
and kindly Professor Blaikie, and the classic and cul- 
tured Professor Blackie. There were the theological 
and psychological Professor Laidlaw, and the able 
and acute Professor Davidson. There were the weekly 
religious addresses of Professor Drummond, and the 
weekly Bible classes of Professor Whyte,—who did 
more in Sunday afternoons than to present Plato and 
the Shorter Catechism, for many eager students were 
introduced by him to the best of the Puritan and the 
mystical divines. 
. After Edinburgh had exhausted itself and filled to 
overflowing the capacity of the most rapacious stu- 
dents, then Glasgow, Oxford, or Cambridge would 
be drawn upon,—as Professor Moremie on Evolution 
and Sir Monier Williams with his Philosophy of 
Buddhism. 

Our young student friend could do little more than 
partake of the nature of a sponge. Beside the pro- 
fessors he had made a list of fifty or a hundred min- 
isters that he was advised to hear while a student in 
Edinburgh, from the blind Dr. Matheson to the bright 
and evangelistic McNeill. But he only partially suc- 
ceeded in accomplishing that task. 

Meetings were gotten up by the students to give 
practical proof of the value and impregnability of the 
fundamental facts of Christianity. A professor or 
minister would read a paper on some vital Christian 
theme: infidels, skeptics, secularists were invited to 
attend, and were allowed five-minute speeches to ask 
questions or to argue against the-truth presented. 
Our student had no idea, till then, that the fact of the 
Resurrection could be so unanswerably proved that 


A new crisis in Bible study opened before an 
American student when his brilliant professor in a 
British university told him that there were two 
Isaiahs. To-day this student is a noted soul-winner 
and spiritual leader in an American city. The story 
of what he did with the Higher Critcism is of fasci- 
nating interest in this day when thousands of bright 
young men are drinking in this new teaching from 
brilliant and lovable professors, and are going forth 
to preach it in all Christian lands and in foreign 
mission fields as well. 








every skeptic and infidel present was completely 
silenced. a! 

It was in the classes of the distinguished Dr. 
that he first came into contact with the method and 
spirit of the Higher Criticism. He had never had 
any thought but that the Bible was plenarily inspired, 
but he soon became conscious that the good professor 
did not quite believe as he had been taught. It was 
with some reluctance that he was willing to yield to 
the first requirement of the scientific method,—to 
‘«banish all preconceived ideas.’’ Some of his ideas 
had come to him by tradition and previous training, 
but he finally yielded all. He probably did so, not 
only for the sake of the scientific method, but also 
because it was Professor who was the teacher. 
He never listened to any lecturer who was more quietly 
and humbly brilliant. 

He had never before attended a class in Hebrew 
and lectures on Prophecy to which thronged students 
from all classes. It surprised him to see students 
who had once heard the lectures quietly stealing in 
and taking them over again when they were supposed 
to be present at their own lectures. 

He had believed that there was just one author to 
the Book of Isaiah. He had heard that some of the 
rationalistic German critics held that there was a sec- 
ond Isaiah who had written the last twenty-seven 
chapters, but here was a real, live, ‘‘ orthodox,’’ 
brilliant, humble Scotch professor that was carrying 
nearly everybody with him, and he seemed to believe 
the same. Our student had a little inner struggle to 
‘*banish all preconceived ideas.’’ He did it, how- 
ever, with this mental proviso: if the professor proved 
that God inspired the -first Isaiah to write the first 
thirty-nine chapters and also inspired another Isaiah 
to write the last twenty-seven, we should not lose any 
of the Bible. 


What Two Isaiahs Meant 

The fact of two Isaiahs seemed to be the professor's 
only contention for a while. The student listened 
with eagerness and enthusiasm as the argument was 
developed from the literary style of the two portions, 
He had never known the old Hebrew to be so inter- 
esting in the fine shades of the meaning of words and 
the structure of sentences. Hesaidg ‘‘ We had never 
heard so clearly put that we must place ourselves 
back in the days of the writer and grip, and be 
gripped by, the historic spirit of that time. It was 
fascinating. We were conscious that he was bringing 
many things to light that former students had never 
seen nor weighed.’’ It is true that he was somewhat 
shocked to find that this second Isaiah theory or fact 
which was to be established went farther than just 
dividing the book into two parts, for he was asked to 
helieve further, from the literary evidences, that some 
portions of the first part had gotten out of place or 
were taken over into the second part, and that some 
of the second portion had gotten over or been added 
to the first portion. But the same mental statement 
that had helped him before served in good stead at 
this difficult juncture : that we did not lose any of the 
matter of the Bible by this seeming fact. 

One day when the professor was holding up to the 
light a certain word in the second portion of Isaiah, 
showing its shades of meaning, the date when it was 
commonly used, and that it was pre-eminently a word 
that belonged to the second or ‘‘ Deutero Isaiah,’’ 
our student accepted his statements and conclusions 
concernitig this particular word. When he reached 
his own room he. began. noting the passages: in which 
the word was found, and to his surprise he discovered 








it in one of the early chapters of the first portion of 
Isaiah. Later he told the professor of his find. 
«* Yes,"’ said the professor; he knew the word was 
found in the passage referred to, but ‘it was put there 
by a later hand."’ ’ 

Our young friend looked at the word. It was a 
verb, and a whole sentence depended upon it. He 
saw that he could not drop the verb without dropping 
the whole clause; that he could not drop the clause 
without changing the sense of the whole sentence ; 
that he could not change the sense of that sentence 
without changing a spiritual truth which was there 
recorded, 

And that one verb was the pebble that divided the 
stream. It let him see whither he was tending. It 
was an intellectual and spiritual crisis. His eyes were 
opened ; he saw that he was on enchanted ground. 
He did not stop his studies, but from that day he 
gradually retraced his steps. He saw and heard from 
others that many students were passing through crises, 
and that too many were going in the pathway which, 
at least, discredited God's Word in part. 


How Give the ‘“‘ New View’’ to the People? 

He overheard a group of students review some of 
the results of their new views. One said: ‘‘ There is 
no doubt that these things are true, but when we go 
forth to preach how shall we ever be able to present 
these views to the people?’’ Another expressed the 
final wisdom of that little conference as they dispersed : 
‘« We shall have to break it upon them gently!"’ 

It was enchanted ground. It appealed to the am- 
bitious. It gave something new. It let one develop 
a certain originality. It afforded a new standpoint to 
view the Holy Scriptures. It cultivated a historic 
imagination that lent light and Juster to much of the 
past. 

Students nearly always go farther than their in- 
structors. There was a spirit that pervaded their Hall 
of Instruction to the effect that those who held the 
conservative position were ‘‘ behind the times,’’ and 
not to be compared in scholarship with those who 
were thoroughgoing destructive critics. 

It was not always knowledge, but often an enthu- 
siasm for the new views, that led them to almost any 
length. One day our young friend was approached 
by another student who asked him if he had ever read 
Wellhausen’s ‘‘ History of Israel.’’ He replied that 
he had only read a very little of it. 

‘¢ You ought to read it,"’ replied the other. ‘His 
critical results are remarkable. It reads like a ro- 
mance,’’ 

After speaking in this vein for a little, recommend- 
ing the destructive criticism, the enthusiastic advocate 
used a phrase which our friend remembered having 
seen in a certain magazine, and which led him to 
think that it was possible that the other man was giv- 
ing only the substance ot the favorable critique. He 
turned and quietly asked if his questioner himself had 
read Wellhausen. With some embarrassment and 
with a rare truthfulness came the reply, ‘‘ No.’’ 

All student life is fascinating, but this was enchanted 
ground that was truly dangerous. Our American 
student friend was thankful that his eyes were opened 
before his faith in God was undermined. He said 
that, although he had studied in another theological 
center where similar destructive critical views ob- 
tained, he had never heard any objection to the plen- 
ary inspiration of God’s Word that had not a reason- 
able answer, but he had never wasted very much time 
in answering any view of a destructive higher critic, 
for he always found that another higher critic would 
arise who would do that work forhim, He confessed 
that much of the method of a truly scientific study of 
God’s Word both was helpful and did nothing but 
more fully establish the authenticity and genuineness 
of God’s Word. But he learned that a mere literary 
or intellectual study of the Bible may be profitless 
and even profane. He saw that.God’s written Word 
was like the Incarnate Word, truly human and truly 
divine. He saw that any adequate method of Bible 


study has to be not simply intellectual, but pre-emi- 
nently spiritual, and that the hammers of the criticism 
of all ages had dore nothing to-the anvil of God's 
Word but to keep it bright. 

PirTsBURGH, Pa, 
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Rescued from the Horrors of a Chinese Prison 
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N MOST eountries, whether a man wears his hair 
long or short seems to be a mere question of con- 
venience or of personal preference. But in China 

with the waxing of the revolution it became one of 
vital consequence, often of life and death. For the 
Christian leaders, the queve was the symbol of Man- 
chu oppression imposed upon the Chinese by those 
invaders when, during the age of the Stuarts, they 
swooped down from the north and conquered the 
empire. 

Cutting was an indication, on the part of China’s 
worthiest sons, of a determination to deal a death- 
blow to the absolutism of Manchu usurpers ; and, 
though the day of the completion of the decree to cut 
the queue is far distant, the word has gone forth ; and 
the glory of it belongs to the hitherto despised native 
Christians. To take this stand in the North his 
everywhere meant village quarreis, and family divi- 
sions, and disinheritings of sons, persecution, petty 
and serious, and social ostracism, and the lopping off 
of many heads. I have heard that this was not true 
in South China, where there was much revolution 
sentiment, at least among leaders. But in North 
China, it was true that nobody cut except Christians 
and young men associated with them in the mission 
schools, also some foreign-educated leaders. 

Every Christian scliool and church became a queue- 
cutting recruiting office for the republic, and many a 
man who did not dare do it by himself, when he got 
into such a place and under the moral suasion of some 
of the brethren armed with shears, sat down on a stool 
to cross his Rubicon. 

Yet those who cut were but as a drop in a bucket. 
I have traveled through villages for days at a time, 
and seen no queueless heads. And when I met one 
such, it was pretty sure to be on a Christian body. 

And the Christians ate much bitterness for their dar- 
ing. I visited the heathen father of one of my Chris- 
tians, who went blind with rage because of his son's 
temerity; another died in a frenzy of uncontrol- 
able anger. In another place! barely restrained 





and drove it biting. Much rain had fallen that autumn, 
and the road gradually took on a condition that ap- 
parently accords with many Chinese problems—“: bot- 
tomless.’’ The country was flat; so it was all of a 
piece, whether one went through the fields or over the 
road—all was a sheet of ooze. 

I arrived bedraggled and half-frozen ; but the wel- 
come I received made it all worth while. After a 
hot bowl of a greasy Chinese mixture, that shall be 
nameless, I was ready. 

Not much time was wasted in getting to the yamen 
yard, where, with reluctance, I was admitted to an un- 
speakable prison. In a low cramped room, a wretched 
den, without air and almost without light, and daily 
growing more filthy, were kenneled some forty prison- 
ers—old men, young men, and schoolboys—all our 
Christians, They were chained hand and foot, in a 
sitting posture and unable to rise. And they were rot- 
ting on that dirt floor that reeked, indescribable. 

For days they had been thus, half-starved for food 
and oxygen. Repeatedly they had been taken out 
and bambooed, as the result of which they had, 
through their friends and relatives, produced wheat 
and money for the yamen henchman. That is the 
way these hangers-on make their living. 

The crime of the victims was that they had cut their 
queues. They were a woebegone lot. And, from all 
they knew of the cruel, vindictive nature of the magis- 
trate, they felt that their days were to be few on the 
earth, Already some of the women relatives had 
died of worry and fright. I was certain that they 
were innocent of any crime. They were all plain 
country folk, simple peasants, who tended to their 
own business. How could they harm the government, 
especially the twenty young schoolboys? 

While a group of Christians prayed, I went to see 
the magistrate.. We chatted in a friendly manner 
over our tea. In a few words I, without complaint, or 
criticism, and disclaiming all thought of interfering 
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with the administration of his affairs, merely explained 
the pathetic condition of the victims and of those de- 
pendent upon them. I also asked that, if no bona- 
fide testimony convicting of their guilt could be brought 
against them, he would consider releasing them, pro- 
vided that I, who knew them well, would go surety 
for their proper conduct. 

Then I dropped the subject, and drifted into telling 
him about a man named Saul, who was very zealous 
in the performance of what he conceived to be his 
duty against some supposed evil-doers. To my sur- 
prise, he asked me to tell him more about that man. 
So I read the account of the Damascus road conver- 
sion ; of the mobbing and speech on the castle stairs, 
and of the shipwreck. Several times he interjected : 
‘¢The man had courage, courage !’’ 

Meantime, several of his writers and close hench- 
men edged in and listened. Both he and they forgot 
about renewing the tea, about relighting the official 
pipe. We all forgot the time. 

Finally, at the narrative of Paul’s hardships, and of 
his willing endurance of them all for Christ's sake, 
the magistrate remarked ;: ‘‘ Paul must have had a 
great God to be willing to sacrifice so much for him !"° 

In that moment the mag.strate had entered a new 
world. Never Christian philosopher spake more pro- 
foundly. As I was about to leave, I asked him if I 
might pray for him, 

‘*Yes, here and now!’’ came the astonishing an- 
swer. He put out the servitors ; but I knew they 
were peeking, while I prayed. 

Two days later a soldier sought me out at a village 
some miles away and handed me a- telegram from the 
magistrate. It read as follows: ‘‘ Prisoners released, 
Not guilty. Returned to homes !’’ 

Those months from October to June were filled 
with scenes of civil strife, anarchy, flood, famine, pes- 
tilence, and distress of bewildering and multitudinous 
varieties. During that time I was traveling almost con- 
stantly among our Christians, harassed by ban- 
ditti, by Manchu officials and soldiers unrecon- 





a heathen mother from committing suicide be- 
cause of her son disgracing the family in this 
shameless, brazen manner. ‘‘He sinned the 
sin of pu Shu Kwei ku"’ (‘not observing cus- 
tom’’). 

A sight that met my eyes on arrival one day 
at a certain village I shall never forget. In that 
village I had one Christian, a young man who 
I was sure would be needing the encouragement 
of counsel and prayer with his pastor. 

As I neared his house, I saw him stagger out. 
He did not see me. He was limping and weep- 
ing. And such a woebegone apnearance! I 
called. He turned his body ; he could not turn 
his neck—it was stiff from blows. He moved 
most gingerly. His mauling necessitated it. 
His face was bleeding from long rakes of finger- 
nails; he had been pounded on the legs and 
body with clubs ; even his fingers, as the welts 
betrayed, had not escaped. And the women of 
his family,— mother, wife, sister, and sister-in- 
law, —had done it, while the menfolks looked on 
and allowed it. He had returned from a_hair- 
cutting bee to a hornet’s nest. The women 
considered themselves outraged, disgraced be- 
yond endurance, and they proposed to make 
him pay dearly for the family ‘‘ioss of face.’ 
He did not get back to normal for weeks. 

Again, in a walled city we had a long-to-be- 
remembered experience. The “agistrate of 
that region, though a heathen, was under the 
domination of the Catholic priest there. The 
latter acted as spy and informer for the official ; 
and was the means of several of our Christians 
being ferreted out and delivered up to death for 
their patriotic endeavors. 

‘Pitiful appeals for help an.. protection were 
Gaily reaching me from that city. They were 
carried by special messengers who searched me 





out in another section of our field ; it seemed 


inhuman not to hasten to what looked like a 
more urgent need. A Christian loaned me a 
donkey and I started off. 

We had not gone far when it began to snow, 
the snow turned to sleet; the wind increased 





These prisoners were photographed for a ‘‘rogue’s gallery,’’ 
although they are faithful Chinese Christians, patriotic, and 
guiltiess of any real offense. When a heathen nation is passing 
through revolution times, the burdens that fall upon the native 
Christians and their pastors are often indescribable. To-day 
China apparently faces another such crisis. And the Christians 
who look to Mr. Scott’s shepherding care need special prayer 


while their pastor is in the homeland, uring out his strength 
on China's behalf during the “‘ rest "’ days of his furlough. 


ciled to the republic, and by heathen neighbors 
attributing the inevitable corollary woes of revo- 
lutionary conditions to the ‘‘ Jesus followers,’’ I 
made two hundred out-station visits, each of a 
few hours or days, but each appreciated, —a 
blessed work; comforting and counseling dis- 
tressed Christians. And each of those experi- 
ences was well calculated to grip the heart and 
expand the life of any pastor-hearted man. 

All the time I was acting as pastor of four 
churches, each comprised of widely scattered 
groups ; repeatedly visited our sixteen chapels ; 
directed the work of thirty-two evangelists and 
sixteen Bible women ; had charge of and in- 
spected sixty-six schools; acted as evangelist 
at large in an unorganized district of some three 
million people, out of which district we organ- 
ized a church of one hundred and sixty mem- 
bers ; examined one hundred and forty-five 
candidates ; received to the Lord’s table fifty- 
cight adults ; baptized forty-four babies ; held 
thirty-nine communions ; excommunicated thir- 
teen sinners, The balance of time was a steady 
grind, early and late, at my desk at Tsingtau. 

During those months of itinerating I saw 
sights harrowing and indescribable, both in the 
village and on the road. 

Repeatedly I visited homes where some 
variant of this had happened: While the men 
were away at market, roughs had broken in, 
beaten and outraged the women, and decamped 
with money, food, clothes, quilts, etc. Outrage 
and blood-madness were unleashed everywhere. 

On the high road, not far from where I was 
one day, a merchant was attacked and relieved 
of considerable money by/a gang of robbers. 
Not content, in sheer wantonness: they hockéd 
his leg sinews. Men from his village happened 
along. The victim identified the ruffians as 
local roughs. They were run down and caught. 
The hocked man was carried before them, and, 
in the presence of his fellow-villagers, shot the 
gang, one after another, as they lay tied face 
downward on the earth. 

Again one winter morning I arrived at a village 
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that was still frenzied with the happenings of the day 
before. An old woman had started on a pious pilgrim- 
age to a near-by temple. She carried a basket of food, 
a thank-offering of Chinese steamed biscuits for the 
idols (that is to say, for the priests, ultimately). Two 
thieves had knocked her down and stripped off her 
clothes. Possessed of these and her food basket, they 
had decamped. Soon a fellow-villager discovered 
her, an object at first sight unrecognized, because un- 
thinkable—the old woman, naked and moaning, on 
the snow. Raised and roused with difficulty, she 
brokenly and hysterically sobbed out the facts. The 
men of the village made themselves a posse of ven- 
geance to scour the region ; found the wretches and 
dragged them back. Then, before the assembled 
relatives and neighbors, itinerant blacksmiths (such 
as everywhere in trios go the rounds of the villages) 
nailed dainty donkey shoes on to the hands and feet 
of the two wretches. Afterward they were thrown, 
bound and naked, into the snow to bleed to death, 
What was done with their bodies no one would tell me. 
In another article, to apanes in an early issue, Mr. Scott 
will tell of further astonishing personal experiences while 


shepherding the flock in revolution days. Letters to Mr. 
Scott may be addressed to 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia. 
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Training Sunday-School Leaders 
A new school that should b a Mecca 


for Sunday-school workers 


By Walter S. Athearn, Professor of Religious 
Education, Drake University, Des Moines, lowa 








HE church colleges of our country have made large 
contributions towards the training of secular 
teachers, but they have made little effort to turn 

back to the churches that founded them an adequate 
supply of religious teachers, Only 37 colleges in the 
United States are making any effort to train religious 
teachers, These 37 institutions offer 68 courses in the 
professional aspects of religious education, totaling 
222% semester hours of college credit, or an average 
of one three-hour course throughout the year to each 
of the 37 institutions. Seven institutions permit stu- 
dents to ‘‘major’’ in religious education and biblical 
literature ; three offer enough work for a ‘‘major’’ in 
religious education alone; six offer the Master's de- 
gree in religious education, and three offer the degree 
of Doctor of Philosophy in this field. 


College courses in religious education are in their . 


infancy. Eleven colleges are now offering these 
courses for the first time; in six, the courses are two 
years old. No course is over fifteen years old, and 
fifty percent are under four years old. 

About half of the theological seminaries offer some 
work in this field, but only two or three seminaries 
provide courses that are. extensive and technical in 
character. Forty-five training schools for lay workers 
report elementary courses in this field. 

The International Sunday School Association pro-* 
vides summer courses for its secretaries and field 
workers. 

The Y.M.C.A, secretaries may take courses in relig- 
ious education in both of the training-schools of the 
Association. In addition, this Association holds seven 
summer schools, a biennial convention of the Associ- 
ation of Boys’ Work Secretaries, and the Hour Glass 
Club of over 150 members. 

How can the needs of to-day be met? 

I. Universities and seminaries should establish 
graduate departments in religious education for the 
training ef professors, editors, directors of religious 
education, directors of city training-schools, and other 
professional leaders in religious education. 

2. Every undergraduate college supported by the 
church should offer courses in the Bible and in relig- 
ious education in every year of the college course. 
One has but to examine the catalogues of the church 
colleges of the country to see how much they are do- 
ing for the state and how little they are doing for the 
church. - It is not too much to ask these colleges to 
place religion on a par with English, sociology, history, 
science, etc. The customary ‘‘majors’’ and ‘‘min- 
ors’’ should be provided in this field, and churches 
should withdraw their support from institutions unwill- 
ing to render this service to the cause of religious ed- 
ucation. If every student who attends a church col- 
lege could return to his home with a thorough know- 
ledge of the Bible, and skill in teaching it in the home 
and in the church, -the problem of trained leadership 
for the local church school would be solved. For what 
other purpose is a church college maintained ? . 

. 3. One of the most pressing needs at the present 
time ‘is high-grade training-schools for employed 
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workers. This need is especially pressing in the field 
of the International Sunday School Association, This 
association has 321 salaried secretaries, but there is 
not a single person in training for these positions. 
The writer served for six months on a committee 
whose duty it was to select a state Sunday-school sec- 
retary. This committee soon learned two things: 
first, that the present state secretaries do not have 
assistants or associates learning the business on the 
apprenticeship plan ; and, second, that no institution 
has provided a suitable course of training for young 
men and women wishing to enter the International 
Sunday-school field. Every state secretary has been 
compelled to learn his work by the trial and error 
method after he assumed the duties of his office. 
Within recent years the officers of the International 
Sunday School Association have made a commend- 
able effort to provide a training-school for their secre- 
taries and field workers, They have established the 
International Training School for Sunday School 
Leadership at Conference Point, Lake Geneva, Wis- 
consin. An annual ten-day session is held, and a 
four-year course has been prepared with provision for 
departmental specialization. The management has 
secured for the faculty of this school a number of rec- 
ognized leaders in religious education, and an effort 
is made to keep the school on a high academic plane, 
The conference this year will meet July 2-11. 
There is a tuition feé of $2, and provision is made 
for continuing the instruction by correspondence at a 
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cost of $3. For other information and detailed pros. 
pectus, address W. C. Pearce, Dean of the school, 
1416 Mallers Building, Chicago, 

The response from the International field workers 
has been gratifying. The enrolment has taxed the 
capacity of the school. The writer has never seen 
students study harder or make better progress than 
the men and women who come to this school with the 
real problems of the field, hungry for information, 
and willing to pay the price of progress by going 
through the hard grind of study and rigid examina- 
tions, 

There are also held on the same grounds camp- 
conferences for older boys, and older girls, for the 
purpose of training them for leadership of boys and 
girls in the earlier teen years. 

This school is in pressing need of buildings, equip- 
ment, library, and a permanent support fund, Con- 
ference Point should become a Mecca to which Sun- 
day-school workers would make an annual pilgrimage 
for information and inspiration, Money invested in 
an International training-school of this kind will bring 
immediate returns to the rank and file of the Sunday- 
school forces of the continent. Local schools of meth- 
ods, state, county, and township conferences would 
immediately feel the effect of the training which such 
a school could give to the leaders. Friends of the 
Sunday-school should provide the funds for the devel- 
opment of the International Training School for Sun- 
day School Leaders. 
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When the “ Booze Sermon” Hit Paterson 


By Burton H. Allbee 





_ 





AR in the distance sounded the shrill notes of the 
fife and the inspiring roll ofthe drum. It came 
nearer, and those waiting could distinguish the 

old hymn, ‘‘Onward, Christian Soldiers."’ On the 
platform in the tabernacle, his rough kitchen chair 
tilted back on two legs, sat Billy Sunday. He heard 
it and his countenance broke into a smile—the famous 
Sunday smile. Nearer, and yet nearer, then into the 
tabernacle poured a throng of men. For forty-five 
minutes they were entering and getting placed, and 
drum corps and bands alternated with the great choir 
in playing and singing favorite revival hymns, 

‘Then they stopped and the great tabernacle, crowded 
to overflowing, seemed a sea of American flags. It 
was the demonstration of the Junior Order of United 
American Mechanics, and forty-five hundred strong 
they poured into the tabernacle, one of the greatest 
demonstrations ever given in any city. Fifteen Coun- 
cils were represented, and one sent one hundred and 
fifty over fifty miles to take part in this wonderful out- 
pouring of men, When all the reservations of that 
night had been added together just three hundred 
seats remained for the public. 

Homer A. Rodeheaver, the capable director of the 
choir, stepped to the front of the platform. ‘You 
know boys, Mr. Sunday’s father was killed defending 
that flag you carry.’’ A hush like death fell upon the 
great audience. For full two minutes not a sound was 
heard, then the great sea of flags, because each man 
carried one, swung to and fro in a magnificent salute. 

Some one stepped toward the platform. And a large 
silk flag, woven in a home mill, was presented to Mr. 
Sunday with the compliments of the Order. Later, 
when he was shaking hands with the four hundred or 
more who came down the sawdust trail, he wound this 
flag about his shoulders and called : 

‘«Come, you Junior Order men. You would die to 
detend the flag you carry. Come down and take a 
stand for Jesus Christ. Come out and show your 
colors. You are all brave, all earnest, and all believe 
what I teach. Come down and meet me and show 
to Paterson what her Junior Order men believe.’’ 

A large number responded, perhaps three hundred 
and fifty in all, 

‘The most wonderful thing I ever saw,’’ said Miss 
Margaret Slattery, the distinguished Sunday-school 
worker and author, whose writings are so well known 
to The Sunday School Times readers. She sat in the 
press seats looking out over the Junior Order men, 
each waving a flag, and as the great throng broke 
into ‘* America,’’ and the cadences of the tune rose 
and floated away into the night, she sat as one en- 
thralled and said when it was over that she had never 
seen anything like that.. It was Miss Slattery’s first 
visit-to Paterson, and one of the daily newspaper men 


gave up his seat to her because she arrived late and 
every other one was taken. She was so impressed by 
what she saw that she offered to return the following 
Wednesday and speak at one of the noon-day lunch- 
eons for women, presided over by Miss Miller, 

On a later evening twelve hundred Knights of Malta 
marched to the tabernacle in a body and presented 
the evangelist with a Bible. He told them he was 
glad to have it, since the one the Masons of Philadel- 
phia gave him had seen hard usage. And he opened 
it and showed a number of leaves that are badly torn. 
That night three hundred and sixty-seven trail-hitters 
were counted and many of them were members of the 
visiting Order. 

On the Sunday that Billy preached his famous booze 
sermon at each of the two services the men present 
arose and agreed to fight booze until it is wiped out of 
the city. The pledges numbered twenty thousand in 
one day, or one-sixth of the population of Paterson. 
The ‘‘ Brewers’ Big Hosses’’ in Paterson are going 
with a less proud stride than formerly. Some day 
they will cease altogether. At the three services on 
that Sunday and the service of the Saturday evening 
before the trail-hitters numbered 1, 848. 

Four men attended the meeting together one night. 
They all professed to be greatly impressed, but not so 
much so that they didn’t stop in the first saloon on 
the road home. One declared that he would not 
drink beer and called for ginger ale. While his back 
was turned they changed his glass, but he still refused 
to drink, and demanded the return of his ginger ale. 
Then he read his comrades a lecture and told them 
that they must all have been greatly impressed to 
hear the sermon and then go directly to a saloon. 
‘* For my part,’’ he said, ‘‘I am done from now on. 
No more for me."’ 

The others were not so outspoken, but a few nights 
later saw the four of them at the tabernacle, and they 
hit the trail together. Booze has lost them. 

Perhaps the conquering of the drink habit is one 
of the most striking results of the evangelist’s preach- 
ing. Numberless men have stopped drinking since 
he began to tell them the truth about the evil. Many 
say they have never understood it before. They have 
drifted along, and have drunk because others did, 
without giving the matter much thought.  Ulti- 
mately the habit was fastened upon them, and they 
could not break away. Billy Sunday has shown them 
how to break away ; and they are doing it by scores. 
Twelve saloons have closed in Paterson. It may not 
be quite fair to attribute the closing entirely to Mr. 
Sunday's influence, but he has had much to do with 
it. An agent for one brewery says that it is more 
difficult to make sales than ever before. 


(Continued on page 303) 
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The Lesson Pilot 


By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


N A Fire Department house at Trenton, New Jer- 
sey, early this year a fire alarm sounded. The 
heaviest engine in the department, weighing five 

tons, sped to the fire, turned out of the way of a truck, 
skidded on a wet pavement, crashed down the side- 
walk, and killed two persons and injured four others. 
The rescuer, hurrying on its mission of life-saving, 
turned destroyer; and lives went out. ‘Those lives 
would not have been destroyed had the fact of the 
wet pavement been clearly known and fully taken 
into account in advance, any an act of intended 
helpfulness or deliverance has become a death-dealing 
act through ignorance that broke vital laws. 


Our Background Material 

We never really know a book of the Bible in the 
most intelligent way until we have read it through as 
a book,—not disconnected bits, but straight through. 

We were studying the book of 1 Samuel from the 
middle of February until the middle of May, three 
months,—but in short, necessarily disconnected por- 
tions week by week. Now let us master the book as 
awhole. Whoin this class will take the time to read 
through the book of 1 Samuel before next Sunday? A 
first reading of a book of the Bible, in this way, should 
be rapid, not stopping to try to answer questions that 
we do not understand, but to see the sweep of the 
history as a whole. 1 Samuel in that way can be 
read through in from one to two hours, 

Next Sunday in class report who-you think are the 
five most prominent characters in the book, 

Be prepared also to make a simple division of the 
book into ten great incidents or characteristic periods, 
—such as the incident of Hannah and the birth of her 
son; the failure of Eli and his sons; etc. 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to lesson-articles 
in this issue. Boldface figures atthe end of certain paragraphs in 
those articles will help in quickly locating the references. 

What is the city of greatest spnpestents in the 
world? The record of how it came for the first time 
completely into the possession of God’s people (2 Sam. 
5 : 6-9; 1 Chron. 11: 4-8) follows immediately after 
last Sunday’s lesson. Why can we say that Jerusa- 
lem is the most important city in the world? Let 
some of the members of the class see what they can 
find out during the week, by a concordance, about 
Jerusalem earlier in its history than this. See also 
*: Visiting the Lesson Scenes.” 

Get the class to tell all they know about the ark of 
God, When was it made, and who was its architect ? 
Of what was it made? Many facts concerning the 
ark show it to have been a remarkable Old Testa- 
ment type of Christ; among these, its being made of 
gold and of wood symbolized the nature and person 
of Christ, who was‘both God and man. An article 
on ‘* The Mysteries of the Ark of God” ageenne in 
The Sunday School Times of February 6, 1915. A 
brief history of the ark up to this time is given by Dr. 
Griffith Thomas (II, 3). The fact that the ark was 
actually called by the Name, ‘‘even the name of 
Jehovah of hosts,” shows its unspeakable sacredness. 

Have members of the class read che Scripture that 
provided for the treatment of the ark, as given by Dr. 
Griffith Thomas (II, 2). Adding to this plain Scrip- 
ture Leviticus 24:16, ‘‘He that blasphemeth the 
name of Jehovah, he shall surely be put to death,” 
we see how inevitably the people of Israel were mov- 
ing on to destruction in what they were doing. 

Havid's purpose in wanting to bring the ark of God 
into the new capital of the people of God was a right 
one. But we are not told that he consulted God in 
the matter. God had told his people, clearly and 
unmistakably, how he wanted the ark handled and 
moved. How could David and Uzzah have known 
the right way? By faithful and intelligent Bible 
study. ‘They were carelessly ignorant of God’s defi- 
nite commandments, If, indeed, they were not ignor- 
ant, then they were still more to blame. 

Suddenly came the sharp, tragic rebuke, as Uzzah 
fell dead. 

And people say that they cannot reconcile this 
action of God with the alleged love of God. But why 
not? Let the class discuss this fully. 

God knew that it was absolutely vital to the eternal 
life of his people that they should reverence him and 
“ obey his word and will. He had said that careless- 
ness in this matter would result in death. If God 
had not kept his word, he would have shown himself 
to be, not the ‘Truth, but false; and that would have 
been an infinitely worse calamity to Israel than the 
death of one man. Suppose God's laws were known 


(The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
2 Samuel 6 : 12-15; Psalm 24.) 


12 And it was told king David, saying, Jehovah hath blessed 
the house of Obed-edom, and all that pertaineth unto him, 
because of the ark of God. And David went and brought up 
the ark of God from the house of Obed-edom into the city of 
David with joy. 13 And it was so, that, when they that bare 
the ark of Jehovah had gone six paces, he sacrificed an ox and 
a fatling. 14 And David danced before Jehovah with all his 
might; and David was girded with a linen ephod. 15 So 
David and all the house of Israel brought up the ark of Jeho- 
vah with shouting, and with the sound of the trumpet. 


Psalm 24 : 1 The earth is Jehovah's, and the fulness 
thereof : 
The world, and they that dwell therein. 
2 For he hath founded it upon the seas, 
And established it upon the floods. 

3 Who shall ascend unto the hil! of Jehovah ? 
And who shall stand in his holy place ? 

4 He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart ; 
Who hath not lifted up his soul unto falsehood, 
And hath not sworn deceitfully. 

5 He shall receive a blessing from Jehovah, 

And righteousness from the God of his salvation. 

6 This is the grune of them that seek after him, 
That seek thy face, even Jacob. 


7 Lift up your heads, O ye gates ; 
And be ye lifted up, ye ! everlasting doors : 
And the King of glory will come in. 
8 Who is the King of glory? . 
Jehovah strong and mighty, 
Jehovah mighty in battle. 
9 Lift up your heads, O ye gates ; 
Yea, lift them up, ye ! everlasting doors : 
And the Kin ae ory will come in. 
10 Who js this King of glory ? 
Jehovah of hosts, 
He is the King of glory. 
[Selah 
1 Or, ancient 








to be not enforced: the human race would soon be- 
come degenerate, spineless jelly-fish, and a state of 
anarchy would prevail. What is the condition of a 
family of children among whom law is never enforced ? 
On the death of Uzzah see Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 4). 

And a wonderful blessing came Obed-edom’s way! 
He seems to have been a Levite (Griffith Thomas, 
II, 5); he certainly must have been right in his spirit 
and his actions toward God, in view of the blessing 
that God sent him and all his house through the 
presence of the ark. A beautiful bit of verse on 
‘‘ The House of Obed-edom” is given in the Round- 
Table (1); and a striking experience of a modern 
Obed-edom in China is also described (2). For an ark 
in your own home, see Mr. Ridgway (1). 

avid doubtless did some praying and Bible study 
during those three months while Obed-edom was 
getting the ark’s blessing. Read 1 Chronicles 15: 
2, 13, and all of chapters 15 and 16 for a much fuller 
account of bringing the ark into Jerusalem. 

Have you ever, by prayer, obedience, and trust, 
let God bring you into such close fellowship with him 
that you have felt that you must shout or sing or 
dance with joy? If not, pneee you need to take 
more time for intimacy with God than you ever have 
taken. The joyless Christian needs to have some 
thing set right between him and God. There is a 
right dancing, and a wrong dancing, and Mrs. Bald- 
win ff? and Mr. Rogers (3) discuss these. 

Psalm 24, included as part of this lesson, seems 
plainly to describe, as the heading in the Ameri- 
can Revision says, ‘‘ Jehovah and his Saints entering 
Zion,” or the coming of our Lord with his saints 
when he establishes his kingdom on earth with Zion 
as its capital. This is shown by Dr. Haldeman in 
his International Lesson Quarterly,1 as foliows: 


a. it — of the king of glory and inquires who He is 
(v. 8). The Apostle Paul under the inspiration of the 
Spirit answers that our Lord Jesus Christ is the King of 
glory (1 Cor. 2 : 8). 

b. He is set forth as the Creator and owner of the earth 
—owner because Creator (vs. 1, 2). This is the declara- 
tion of the Apostle — ohn 1; 1-3). It is the testi- 
mony of the Apostle Paul (Col. 1 : 16). 

c. He is declared to be the Lord mighty in battle (v. 8). 
He is coming from Heaven with His armies to overthrow 
Antichrist and his armies (Rev. 19 : 11-21). 

d. He és represented as causing the everlasting doors to 
open that He may enter the city (v. 7). ‘This is the picture 
of Jerusalem rebuilt, It is a picture of our Lord taking 
possession of His millennial kingdom. He overthrows 
Antichrist. He binds Satan and reigns in glory for a thou- 
sand years in Jerusalem (Rev. 20 : 1-4). 

The Twenty-second Psalm gives you a Christ crucified. 
The Twenty-third Psalm isa Christ risen from the dead 
and leading those who follow him ¢4rough the valley of the 


1To be obtained from Charles C. Cook, 150 Nassau Street, New 
York City, at 25 cents; or gr a year. 





LESSON 9. MAY 30. DAVID BRINGS THE ARK TO JERUSALEM 
2 Samuel 6 : 1-19; Psalm 24. Commit Psalm 24 : 7-10 
q Golden Text: I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go unto the house of Jehovah.—Psalm 122 : 1 








shadow of death. The Twenty-fourth Psalm fs , aad 
lorified, the King of Glory, coming to set up His kin 
rae make Poailons, the capital of all the earth : 
‘*The Lord shall be king over all the earth : in shat day 
there shall be one Lord, and His name one ”’ (Zech, 14 : 9). 
‘* Jerusalem shall be safely inhabited’’ (Zech. 14 : 11). 
** At that time they shall call —— the throne of 
the Lord ; and all the nations shall be gathered unto it, to 
the name of the Lord, to Jerusalem: neither shall they 
walk any more after the imagination of their evil heart’’ 
(Jer. 3: 17). 
‘*The name of the city from ¢hat day shall be THE 
LORD IS THERE” (Ezek. 48 : 35). 


Additional points showing David to be a type of 
Christ, following the 33 noted in preceding lessons: 


Jerusalem, when David took it, was held by the 
ebusites. ‘‘ Jebusite means ‘ the one who treads down.’ 
t reminds us of the words of our Lord, ‘Jerusalem shall 

be trodden down by the Gentiles, until the times of the 
Gentiles are fulfilled’ (Luke 21 : 24). Jerusalem and Zion 
are still trodden down by the Gentiles. The day is com- 
ing when the King will end ell this. Jerusalem is yet to 
be ‘ the city of the great King’ (Psa. 48).. Here we have 
once more a prophetic foreshadowing of what will take 
piece, only on a larger scale, when He who is greater than 

vid begins his long promised reign in the midst of His 
people.” 

35. ‘‘ When David had made an end of offering the 
burnt-offering . . . he blessed the people in the name of Jeho- 
vah of hosts’’ (6: 18).. When our Lord Jesus Christ had 
made an end of offering up himself for us, and said on the 
cross ‘‘ It is finished,’’ he released the blessing of eternal 
life to the world in the name of Jehovah of hosts. 


The Truth That Is Golden 


As Billy Sunday has said, it is not what we think, 
but what God says, that is important. , Uzzah’s hu- 
man opinion that it was all right to take hold of the 
ark to keep it from falling may have been just as good 
as any other human being’s opinion, and may have 
been entirely sincere; but it. went directl agatest 
what God had!said: and Uzzah died. The right 
side of it is that we can always know what God has 
said if we are willing to pay the price of knowing by 

ersistent study and surrender andtrust, Best ofall, 

ack of God’s inviolably insistent laws is God’s invi- 
olably insistent love. he reason he does not let us 
break his laws without a penalty being paid is that he 
loves us too much for that. If God had been less lov- 
ing. Uzzah might nothavedied. Are we ready to say 
** Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him”? 


Teaching Points 

Sincerity is no safeguard. Some people say, ‘‘ Ifa man’s 
sincere, he’ll come out all right.’”’ But if he drinks a glass 
of bichloride of mercury, sincerely thinking it is bicarbon- 
ate of soda, his sincerity doesn’t help him. Sincere ignor- 
ance has cost thousands of lives. We must now that we 
are right, not merely ¢izvé that we are right. 

The sharp, sudden, stinging rebuke to David through 
Uzzah’s death made him instantly halt, and undoubtedly set 
him to praying and studying his Bible. Some of us may 
need to be driven to the same thing in the same way. 

These who are themselves not right with God cannot 
understand or sympathize with the joy of those who are, 
Michal did not approve of David, 

When we have done God’s will in the right way, others 
are sure to be blessed. After David got straightened out, 
he blessed the people in the name fd eters of hosts (v. 18). 

Their bodily needs were cared for as David gave them 
portions of bread, and of flesh, and of raisins. ‘‘Seek ye 
first the kingdom of God, . . . and all these things shall be 
added unto you’”’ (Matt. 6 : 33). 


Questions for Study and Discussion 
What effect did Uzzah’s death probably have upon Israel? 
What attitude of David’s toward God may be suggested 
by the words *‘ David was displeased ’’ (v. 8)? 
When is it right to be unconventional and undignified ? 
What sort of person would be glad to have it said to him, 
*¢ Let us ge unto the house of Jehovah’’? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
Nathan Rebukes David (2 Sam. 11: 1 to 12:74; comp. Psa. 51). 
[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead, for home 
preparation on the coming lesson.} 

Satan doesn’t spend much time on the people who 
are doing all’that he wants them todo. He works 
hardest against the man who is doing least for him 
and most for God. That is why he drove a desperate 
attack against David. That is why he tried relent- 
lessly to overthrow Paul. 


What was the result of Satan’s attack on David? 

Mention two New Testament passages that show Paul’s 
secret of victory. 

How far can God restore a man after he has sinned de- 
liberately against God ? 


LESSON FOR MAY 30 (2 Sam. 6 : 1-19; Psa. 24) 





Mastering the 





I. Surroundings of the Lesson 
—Most writers regard the bringing of 
“the ark to Jerusalem as following as quickly as pos- 
sible the establishment of David in his kingship. 
Time.—Beecher’s view dates the lesson much later, 
about the 20th year of David's reign, perhaps 1042 
B.C. Green favors 1047 or 1045 B.C. The Companion 
Bible, as in other cases, gives 952 B.C. 


II. The Lesson 


The Sincere safer? (vs. 1-5).—The gathering by 
David of 30,000 chosen men clearly indicates a genu- 
ine revival of religion at the time. The ark of God 
had been a long time at the private house in Kiriath- 
jearim. The name of Baale-judah was the old Ca- 
naanitish name for Kiriath-jearim (Josh. 15:9; 1Sam. 
6 : 21; 7:2; 1 Chron, 13:6). It was probably from 
seventy to one hundred years that the ark was at 
Kiriath-jearim. ‘The Companion Bible (1 Sam. 7 : 2) 
gives detailed reasons for believing that eighty-nine 
years was theexact time. ‘The description of the ark 
is very striking. Itis sodescribed because it was the 
symbol of the Covenant between Jehovah and Israel, 
and because it was the place where Jehovah usually 
revealed his presence. (1) 

The word ‘*Name” when applied to God always 
means his revealed character, and the title ny hao 
of Hosts” is one of the most remarkable and impor- 
tant titles given to God inthe Old Testament. Orig- 
inally it referred to the hosts or armies of Israel, but 
it soon became applied also to the armies of heaven, 
which were regarded as controlled by God. It is sig- 
nificant that the title is found only from the time of 
Samuel when a standing army was about to be ar- 
ranged. An important treatment of this title will be 
found in Kirkpatrick’s 1 Samuel (p. 235). ‘‘ That sit- 
teth above the cherubim”’ refers to that part of the 
tabernacle known as the Holy of Holies (1 Sam. 4 : 4, 
21). 

he new cart on which the ark was set was a clear 
breach of the divine Law (Num. 4:15; Deut. 10: 8; 
Josh. 3: 14). The Philistines had done this in igno- 
rance (1 Sam, 6: 7), but David should certainly have 
known better, since everything had been carefully 
provided for by the Law (Deut. 17 : 18-20). The oc- 
casion of bringing the ark was one of great gladness, 
and we are not surprised to notice the expression of 
this joy on the part of David and those who were 
with him. It is interesting that this musical cere- 
mony (v. 5) was afterward developed into an elabo- 
rate arrangement for the temple-worship. It is well 
known that no music was associated with the taber- 
nacle all through the time from Moses to David. 
This is one of the clear marks of the early date of 
the Pentateuch. (2) 

Briefly, the history of the ark up to this time is: 
1. Its building and transit (Exod. 25 : 10-15; Num. 
4: 1-20). 2. Entry into Canaan (Josh, 3: 14-17; 4: 
9-11). 3. At Jericho (Josh. 6 : 6-20). 4. In Shiloh 
(1 Sam. 3: 1-4). 5. Capture and return (1 Sam. 4:1 
to 7:2). 6. At Kiriath-jearim (1 Sam. 7: 2 to2Sam. 
6 : 3). (3) 

The Sod Error (vs. 6-8). In the midst of this re- 
joicing a great check was experienced. While the 
oxen stumbled, Uzzah, fearing the ark would fall, 
pat forth his hand to steady it, whereupon God smote 

im for his error, and he died on the spot. On the 
face of it this is very difficult and mysterious, but it 
is clearly to be understood as a reminder of the great 
necessity of reverence. See 1 Samuel6:19. It was 
one of the greatest necessities for Israel to learn the 
majesty of God's holiness. The ark was the symbol 
of his presence, and the fullest details had been 

iven in the Law for its transit. ‘ If, as is probable, 
Gzzah was a Levite, he would have known these in- 
structions; but in any case, with the ark under his 
control he should have made himself acquainted 
with God’s requirements. Perhaps this action, how- 
ever natural, was the result of the long neglect and 
undue familiarity connected with the ark. The 
divine act was a rebuke to David, and it would seem 
as though he could not be absoived from blame. The 
occasion. was one of supreme importance. A new 
era was opening by the establishment of religion in 
the new capital, and, if such a breach of the divine 
Law had been left unnoticed, both Dayid and the 
people might have presumed in other familiarities. 
A similar instance is associated with the beginning 
of the Christian Church (Acts 5). (4) 

The Serious ect (vs. 9-1i).—David was dis- 
pleased at what had happened, but his displeasure 
soon turned to fear, and he felt that he could not 
take any further steps at that time to remove the ark 
into Jerusalem. He was thus made aware of the 
true character of Ged, and in his timidity, humility, 
and awe he arranged for the ark to be 1} in a pri- 
vate house belonging to Obed-edom. ‘This man was 


By the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 


’ This was doub 
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a Levite (1 Chron. 26:1, 4-8; Num. 16:1). He is 
called a Gittite, perhaps because he belonged to the 
Levitical city of Gath-rimmon (Josh: 21 : 24, 25). If 
so, it would map cere for him to take charge of 
the ark, because he belonged to the family which had 
been appointed in the first place to be responsible for 
its transfer (Num. 4:15). For three months the ark 
remained with him. During these three monthsit is 
not unlikely that ;David studied afresh the require- 
ments of Jehovah in connection with the ark. ‘s) 

The Significant Experience (vs.t2-15). When David 
learned that God was blessing the house of Obed- 
edom, he came to the conclusion that all was well and 
that there need be no further delay in bringing the 
ark into Jerusalem. This led to a fresh effort, and 
when a start was made they had gone only six paces 
when David re Se the procession to offer sacrifices. 

ess due to the recognition that there 
was no longer any sign of the divine judgment, and 
the sacrifice was intended as a thanksgiving for the 
prosperous start (1 Chron. 15: 26). David's dancing 
was the expression of rejoicing on special occasions 
Exod. 15 : 20, 21; Psa. 149: 3), and although these 
ances were usually performed by women, David, in 
his newborn joy, did not hesitate in this particular to 
go beyond the bounds of ordinary custom. He laid 
aside his royal robes and appeared in the distinctive 
attire of a priest. The linen ephod was invariably 
associated with the priests, and as David was the 
head of what God had at first called ‘‘ A kingdom of 
priests” (Exod. 19 : 6), David might seem to be exer- 
cising Hayat d offices in directing the sacrifices and 
giving his benediction to the people (v. 18). @) 

The Special Expression (vs. 16-19).—Michal, Da- 
vid’s wife, despised her husband for this expression of 
joy. Itisclear that she was wholly out of sympathy 
with him in religious matters (1 Sam. 19 : 13-17), and 
it has also been suggested that her pride as the 
daughter of Saul was incapable of appreciating the 
honor of David’s humility before God. 

The Simple Enquiry (Psa. 24: 1-6). The city of 
David must be the city of God, and the ark, the sym- 
bol of God's presence, must be solemnly brought up 
so that the true Owner might be regarded as in pos- 
session. It is suggested that the opening assertion 
of God’s universal sovereignty was intended as a re- 
minder that, although he was to be met in the city of 
his presence, yet he could not be limited thereby 
(vs. 1,2). This causes the inquiry as to the man 
who is worthy to ascend and enter into the holy hill 
of the Lord, the place of his presence. What is to be 
the character of the worshipers of God? What are 
the moral conditions required for entrance into the 
presence of so great and holy a being? (vs. 3-6.) 
The answer is given in clear terms. The man must 
be free from violence and wrong-doing, and, even 
more than this, his thoughts and intentions must be 
as right as his actions (v. 4). It is striking that 
hands, heart, soul, and lips are included in this de- 
scription, thereby expressing absolute genuineness, 
truthfulness, and faithfulness in the sight of God and 
man (Psa. 15 : 4; 73: 1; Matt.5: 8). Such a man is 
sure of the divine blessing (v. 5). (7) 

Among the many suggestions of the meaning of 
the word “Selah,” the best available one seems to 
record it as equivalent to our ‘‘ N. B.,” thereby call- 
ing attention to the thought of the two verses be- 
tween which it is found. hose who desire to study 
this word more thoroughly should consult the third 
part of the Companion Bible. Appendix 66. 

The Spiritual Exultation (vs. 7-10).—The connec- 
tion between this part. of the psalm and the former 
seems to be that God is regarded as coming forth as 
a victorious soldier desiring to enter into his city. 
The doors are the gates of the fortress opening to 
receivetheir Lord. The picture seems to be that of a 
procession which has reached the gates, and a sum- 
mons is made for the gates to open and to admit 
their king. Perhaps the speakers represent the Le- 
vitical choirs as they march in procession with the 
ark. Although it is suggested that the gates were 
really too insignificant for the entrance of one so high 
and holy, yet they are to open and lift up their heads 
as a proof that all resistance is atanend. In view 
of the sad disaster recorded in the story (2 Sam. 6: 
9), there is a special appropriateness in these words. 
At length the culminating point is reached, and God 
claims to enter both as a victorious King and also as 
the Lord of the whole earth. 


Hil. Central Truths 


1. The Fact of the Presence of God.—The meaning 
of the ark can best be understood by a reference to 
the history of Israel. ‘That history is expressive of 
the spiritual meaning of the Christian life to-day at 
various stages. (1.) The first requirement was de- 
liverance from Egypt, expressive of Redemption. 


(2.) Then following Guidance as they went on their © 
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way toward Canaan. (3.) Then came the heed of 
Instruction, and for this they remained at Sinai 
where they received the law. (4.) Last of ail come 
the instructions about the tabernacle which, with the 
ark in particular, implied the presence of God for 
Worship. 

The ark itself (1) expresses Reconeiliation with its 
mercy-seat ; (2) it taught Revelation with the two 
tables of the law within it; {3) it spoke of Reverence 
as it indicated the need of approach by sacrifices; 
(4) it demanded Righteousness as it expressed God's 
character and the true life of the people in relation 
to him. (8) 

2. The Need of the Presence of God. From the 
moment of its building, the need of the ark as a sym- 
bol of God’s presence was taught in a variety of 
ways, and when it was lost to the Philistines (1 Sam. 
4: 21) it was felt that God was no longer with the 
people as he had been aforetime. And all through 
the years of neglect the people were not really in fel- 
lowship with God as they should have been. This 
means that sin always separates from the presence 
of God (Isa. 59: 2). There is noreal ‘‘glory”” in any 
life if God is absent (1 Sam. 4 : 22); apart from Christ 
we can do nothing (John 15: 4, 5). 

3. The Practise of the Presence of God. How are 
we to make sure of this poopeess of God? (1) First, 
by private worship. The Christian life begins with 
Sonship, it continues in Stewardship, it is expressed 
in Fellowship, but its constant and supreme condition 
is Worship. There is a striking contrast between 
‘lifting up the soul unto vanity ” (Psa. 24: 4), and 
‘lifting up the soul to God” (Psa. 25:1). ‘The two 
are incompatible, and when we turn our mind toward 
God and set our heart upon him we know that all 
will be well. Then will come reverence, trustful- 
ness, obedience, and gladness, which will guarantee 
and inspire our life. (2) Then we must not fail to 
think of the Jud/ic opportunities of worship as vital 
to our Christian life. ‘* Not forsaking the assem- 
bling of ourselves together” (Heb. 10. 25), Times 
of public worship are like reservoirs for retaining the 
spiritual water needed at all other times. This was 
the meaning of the love of the Jew for the tabernacle 
and the temple. He was ‘‘ glad” to go to the house 
of Jehovah (Psa. 122: 1),because he knew that he 
would meet with God there. We shall never presume, 
because ‘‘ Our God is aconsuming fire” (Heb. 12: 29), 
and ‘‘ Holy and reverend is his name” (Psa. 111 : 9). 
Yet with the reverence there will be glad obedience, 
and our life will be kept and blessed and lived to the 
glory of God. 


IV. A Lesson Outline 

The Sincere Effort (Isa. 1 : 12-20). 

. The Sad Error (Exod. 25 : 10-22). 

The Serious Effect (Acts 5 : 1-11). 

» The Significant Experience (Psa. 84). 

. The Special Expression (Psa. 132). 

. The Simple eo ow (Psa. 15). 

. The Spiritual Exultation (Psa. 145 ; 1-9). 


Wycuirre CoLLece, Toronto. 
x 
The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Family Prayers.—/ehovah hath blessed the house 
of Obed-edom (v. 12). And the glorious thing is that 
the same old combination is still working after three 
thousand years. There is not an Obed-edom home 
with its ark but is so full of blessing that the juice of 
it is running out over the dogr-sills and the joy of it 
is shining out of the windows. If you do not have 
an ark in your house, set one up this very day. Just 
think what it will mean to you to kneel around it, say 
after supper, with Polly and the baby, and tell God 
all about the day that has gone and your hopes and 
wishes for the morrow that is to come. To ask 
heaven for what you ought tohave—and get it (Matt. 
18:19). If-I have any joy and zest, any blessed 
friendships and fellowships, any satisfaction and suc- 
cess, right from the ark is whence theycome. Dear 
me, don’t I remember well when we set up the ark 
in our home. Our baby then was a three-year-old. 
How strange my voice sounded reading the Scripture! 
When we knelt by our chairs the baby thought she 
was in for the usual romp, and, peeping around her 
mother, cried, ‘*Peek-a-boo, poppa!” As I write 
this I am sitting in that baby’s new home in Pitts- 
burgh. Just a little while ago at the supper-table 
she handed me the Bible. I read the 116th Psalm, 
and we knelt around the ark and asked God to 
bless the new home as he had the one she had just 
left. Don’t you think He will? (1) 


In Toronto.—So David... brou wp 4 theark... 
with shouting, and with the sound of the trumpet (v. 
16). -And well he might. For the ark of God in a na- 
tion is better than treasure vaults, store-houses and 
armies; better than forts, great guns and dread- 
naughts. The ark doesn’t diminish or get obsolete 
Ger. 39:17, 18; Acts 18:10). I am writing this in 
Toronto, where I amon a business trip. he first 
time I was here, a few years ago, I saw this splendid 
city from a four-horse coach. The little Irishman 


SOUS YP 


who did the ‘‘ hot-air” stunt called as we approached 
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a corner, ** Ladies and gentlemen, we now come to 
the greatest crossroads in the world. On one corner 

ou will observe Legislation. On another corner 

ducation. On another corner Damnation. On an- 
other corner Salvation. While next to Damnation is 
Starvation.” The buildings were governor's palace, 
school, saloon, church. Next the saloon a boarding- 
house. But a few years have made a great change. 
All have disappeared but the church. ‘* Salvation” 
alone remains. Old St. Andrew’s lifts its towers in 
quiet dignity at the ‘crossroads,” standing: in that 
busy place for the ark of God which has made 
Toronto, in my opinion, one of the very noblest cities 
on this continent. I would be glad to live in Toronto, 


The Owner.— The earth wp edb and the ful- 
ness thereof (Psa, 24:1). Note the * fulness” of it. 
All the bread and all the meat ; all the fruits that 
man can eat ; happy homes and faithful friends ; the 
laugh that comes when work-day ends ; every good 
thing earth affords, just remember they’re your 
Lord's. And consequently yours as well (1 Cor. 3: 
21-23; Luke 15: 31). The disbursizg bureau will be 
found very close to the ark of God up at Obed-edom’s, 
When the children got the automobile fever they con- 
spired together and said, ‘‘ We'll strike Dad about it 
after supper to-night.” The fun around the table 
had not been as furious for many aday. Dad's old 
chestnuts had never been so uproariously funny. 
When the request was sprung dad’s eyes twinkled— 
‘So that’s what’s the matter, is it? I thought some- 
thing was up. So you all want to die the death of 
the joy-rider, do you?” Yes, they got the automo- 
bile. And it is thus God loves to have his children 
gather around him in joy and love, away from the 
turmoil and detractions of the world, and make their 
requests. God intends all his children to be happy, 
and to have not only the suppers of life for suste- 
nance, but the automobiles of life for fun. All be- 
long to him to give. And they are to be had for the 
asking. 

The Cleanser.— Who... He that hath clean 
hands, and a pure heart (vs. 3, 4). That is ‘* who.” 
The telephone that reaches to heaven, over which you 
order your groceries and your carriage, is a wireless 
one. ut you cannot take up the transmitter with a 
dirty hand. The ‘tether waves” will not undulate 
or vibrate in unison with anything but a pure heart. 
If the delivery oa. of heaven does not stop at 
your house you will know why your order never 
reached the sales-angel (Psa. 66:18; John 9: 31; 
Jas. 4:3). But whose are the clean hands and whose 
the pure heart? Those tots over there in the Pri- 
mary department. * God bless poppa, God bless 
momma,” and they get theirs. That is why you are 
blessed in spite of your unbelief, irreverence, and a 
lot of things no one knows anything about but your- 
self—and God. We Christians, although some of us 
are a bad lot, go up unto the hil! of the Lord and 
stand in his holy place through our great Attorney, 
Jesus Christ. In some mysterious way these soiled 
hands and tainted hearts are made clean by being 
folded up in the robe of his righteousness. Yes, 
washed in his blood. (2) 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 


< 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL, readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 

artment. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 

esson illustration used, and two dollars for the best il- 

lustration each week. A circular explaining the acceptance 

of material, and the year's lesson calendar, will be sent for a 
two-cent stamp. 


Safe.—/Jehovah hath blessed the house of Obed- 
edom, and all that pertaineth unto him, because of 
the ark of God (vy, 12). 


‘* The house of Obed-edom, 

Where safe the ark abode, 

What time were wars and fightings 
On every mountain road, 

What time was pitched the battle 
In every valley fair, 

The house of Obed-edom 
I{ad peace beyond compare. 


** With famine on the border 
And fury in the camp, 
With the starving children huddled 
In the black tent’s shivering damp, 
With the mothers crving sadly 
And every moan a prayer— 
In the house of Obed-ediom 
Was neither want uor care, 


** The fields of Obed-edom, 
No foeman trod them down; 
The towers of Obed-edom 
Were like a fortressed town ; 
And only grace and gladness 
Came speeding on the road 
To the house of Obed-edom, 
Wherein the ark abode. 
*¢ The line of Obed-edom 
Is on the earth to-day ; 
In the house of Obed-edom 
Still he may safely stay 
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Who, dearer than all treasure, 
For which men toil and plod, 

Shall prize the covenant-blessing, 
The hallowed ark of God,”’ ‘ 


—From the British Weekly. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Greetland, Halifax, Eng. (1) 


_Obed-edom in China.— And tt was told king David, 
saying. Jehovah hath blessed the house of Obed- 
edom, and all that pertaineth unto him, because of 
the ark of God. And David went and brought u 
the ark of God from the house of Obed-edom into the 
city of David with joy iN, 12). Aterrible plague 
was raging ina village of China. One family was 
immune, which the other natives could not under- 
stand. They asked the head of the house how it was, 
and he told them how the missionary had told him 
how to keep the house clean and to take other neces- 
sary precautions. He was also careful to add that 
every day at family prayers he asked God's protec- 
tion and guidance, ‘* Where is this wonderful God 
of -yours? We don’t see him.” ‘ No,” replied the 
man, ‘‘ you can’t see him, but here is a Book that 
tells all about him,’”’ and he showed them a Chinese 
Bible. Some of them were eager to learn about him, 
and gathered at the house every afternoon, while 
this godly man told them about Jesus, and what to 
do to-avoid the plague. His instructions were fol- 
lowed, the plague was stayed, and many turned to 
a IY ~ ieee by D. C. Kauffman, Wading River, 

« ¥:.@) 


Really Serving the King.—He 7s the King of glory 
(Psa. 24: 10). A celebrated Japanese statesman 
said, ‘‘ We do not worship our emperor, we only love 
him utterly. The commander before Port Arthur 
called one day for volunteers to cut the barbed wire 
entanglements. ‘You will never come back,’ he 
said. ‘Norcan you carrya gun. You will take a 
pair of pliers and cut one or two wires and fall dead; 
another will take your place and cut one or two wires 
more. But you will know that upon your dead 
bodies the armies of your emperor will march to vic- 
tory.’ Whole regiments volunteered for these ‘sure 
death’ parties. If your Christians loved your God as 
we love our emperor, they would have long since 
taken the world for him.”—Sen? dy Rk. Wilbur Bab- 
cock, Downer's Grove, Ill. The prize for this week 
ts awarded to this illustration. (3) 


Getting Ready for Church.— / was glad when they 
said. unto me, Let us gounto the house of Jehovah 
(Golden Text), An Indian in his preparation for the 
Sabbath Day services said he made his body very 
clean from head to foot, and then, instead of La h- 
ing and chatting idly with his friends,—to use his 
own words,—‘' I sit down and think Jesus until it is 
time to go.” How many of us ‘‘think Jesus” just 
before church time ?—From Home Mission Echoes. 
Sent by Mary E. Watson, Hartford, Conn. 


Squirrel-Bait.—/ was glad when they said unto 
me, Let us go unto the house of Jehovah (Golden 
Text). Some time ago, while talking to a woman on 
her door-step, I caught sight of a squirrel, which I 
learned was a great pet of the husband whom I 
wanted to reach. I read up ‘‘squirrels,” and then 
called to see the man, who at first was rather gruff, 
until I said, ‘‘Oh, the other day I saw you had a 
squirrel, and I wondered if I might see it at close 
quarters.” Then I talked ‘‘Encyclopedia Britan- 
nica” on squirrels until the man began to think that 
I knew what 1 was talking about. ‘‘Squirrels” got 
him, and he came to the men's service.—From the 
Rev. J. E. Watts-Ditchfield, me of Chelms- 
Jord, in ** The Church in Action.” Sent by /. A. 
Clark, Greetland, Halifax, Eng. 


Not an Excuse to Stay Home.—/ was glad when 
they said unio me, Let us go unto the house of Jeho- 
vak (Golden Text). At Soochow, China, one woman 
became converted, and became so earnest in her at- 
tendance that she never missed a meeting, and per- 
suaded her mother to come. But the mother in 
time developed hip disease, so that she could not 
walk to the meeting-house, But this did not deter 
the daughter; she simply put her mother on her 
back and carried her all the distance back and forth. 
The mother was much the larger, but this in no way 
diminished the daughter's ardor.—From ‘* Religious 
Ardor in China,” by Dora Otis. Sent by M. i 
Pinkham, Hamilton, Mont. 


4 
Oriental Lesson Lights 


By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
Missionary to the Jews. 


ND saw king David leaping and dancing before 
Jehovah (2 Sam. 6:16). On such occasions, 
such as that of a marriage procession, or a Mos- 

lem parade with green flags for arousing the war 
spirit in defense of the faith, several men take it in 
turn to whirl and dance and brandish swords. Partly 
on account of the violent exercise, and partly as an 
act of devoted self-humiliation, it is a‘mark of self- 


. forgetting frenzy. to be almost or altogether. naked. 


MAY 15, 1915 


How different was the spirit of David-in his joy before 

God! The ple would understand the motive of 

their idolized king, though it was not court etiquette, 
ALExanpRIA, Eoyprt. 


% 
Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


RCHEOLOGISTS’ have discussed at great 
length the question of the exact location of the 
small settlement which formed the original ‘‘city 

of David” at Jerusalem. It was to that part of the 
present hill (or group of hilis) that David had the 
sacred ark carried with such rejoicing (2 Sam. 6 : 12- 
15). Professor George Adam Smith is probably the 
best authority on such matters, so we shall follow him 
in oe ae tae the ground, (See his Jerusalem, vol. 
1, chap. 7.) 

In order to get a good view of the ground of 
‘* David's city” of three thousand years ago, we shall 
stand at the spot marked 21, on the side of a hill at 
the south of the present city, and face northeast. 














MAP PATENT No.656,569 BY UNDERWOOD & UNDERWOOD 
The stones of a modern quarry lie scattered over the 


soil at our feet: We look across a deep valley (Hin- 
nom) and see at its farther side the long, irregular, 
pongo slope of a hill, partly covered with fields and 
olive orchards. The top of the hill is enclosed by a 
high wall of grayish stone, and above that wall we get 
gompens of some of Jerusalem's buildings—the large 

ome of the Rock, the smaller dome of the mosque 
El Aksa, and their neighbors. 

Outside the line of this present wall, on the part of 
the upward slope farthest to our right, used to stand 
the clustered houses of David's city with a protecting 
wall of their own. In those days the ground now oc- 
cupied by Jerusalem’s buildings was open pastures 
and fields. A Jebusite farmer named Araunah owned 
part of it (2 Sam. 24: 18-25). And David's city was 
not then all on a lower level than Araunah’s farm— 
quite the contrary. That southeast corner of the hill 
rose higher than any of the near-by land, so the walled 
town could be readily defended from attack. Years 
after David's time that part of the hill was purposely 
cut down in order to give commanding prominence to 
the site of the Temple farther north. 

The procession escorting the ark probably passed 
through this valley at our feet and moved slowly up 
that hill, celebrating. with joyful music the establish- 
ment of the sacred symbols of God’s Abiding Presence 
in the town. 

Use a stereograph entitled ‘‘ Jerusalem from tlie 
south across the Valley of Hinnom.” 


‘The Underwood Travel System is, under this heading, ap- 
plied as usual to the lesson for the week. ‘The use of the 
stereographs will be found a most practical help in making 
the lesson places rea/, Forty-five places will be visited durin 
1915 ; the forty-five stereographs cost $7. $0, and if they are all 
ordered at one time a cloth-bound, gold-lettered case is given 
free. ‘Ten places will be described with the lessons of this 
second quarter ; cost $1.67. The five for May alone, 84 cents. 
Less than five in one order are 20 cents each. Stereo- 
scopes, 90 cents each. Lantern slides of the same scenes 
can also be supplied. Plain slides, 50 cents each; sepia- 
tinted, 55 cents ; colored, $1.10. In orders for twenty-five or 
more at one time prices are: plain slides, 40 cents each ; 
sepia-tinted, 45 cents ; colored, $1. Postage or express will 
be prepaid. Address The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 
Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


z 


“* Big Business, and in fact Most Business, is,in the hands of 
Religious Men."" Do you believe this? Mr. William H. 
Ridgway believes it, and gives his reasons in his little book- 
let entitled **‘ Why They Got There." Get a copy and read it. 
Many employers are buying it in quantities to give to the young 
men in their employ who are just making a start in life. The 

rice ts 4 cents each, go cents a dozen, or $37 a hundred, post- 


2 
paid ; copies may be ordered from The Sunday School Times Co. 














LESSON FOR. May 30 (2 Sam. 6: 1-19; Psa. 24) 


From the Platform 
By B. W. Spilman, D.D. 


A Before the Lesson.— Lord 
our heavenly Father, we would give thee 
welcome to our hearts and toour 
into our lives and abide there. Then shall we 
have joy and ness. Give us pure hearts 
and h Help us to see thee. When 
we wander from thee we lose the joy of thy sal- 
vation. Keep us from sin. Give thy people 
saving wisdom. Be with those who walk in 
the lows. Give us joy in the worship of 
thy great name. We ask it all for the sake of 
Jesus. Amen. 


HOG has a lot of fun wallowing in a 
A mud-hole, but he does not know any 
about Sunday. 


more about real joy than he knows 

A number of people are 

looking for joy in mud-holes, But real joy 
does not come by that route. 

The human race is out in the search for 
pleasure, A man once went to a dentist’s 
office in search of it. He got it, A fellow 
really never knows how mach real pleasure 
there is in a normal life until he has the 
toothache, The moving picture shows are 
crowded with people who are seeking pleas- 
ure. The seaside and the mountains are 
thronged during the summer with people who 
are seeking pleasure. It would be a great study 
for some inhabitant of the planet Mars to 
come our way and watch the human race 
trying to run away from itself. It would be 
just as interesting to note how the large ma- 
jority of them fail to get away. 

Joy does not come from environment, It 
comes alone to those who live close to God 
and get their joy from him. That isa striking 
little poem which has been sung through the 
years, written by Mary Masters : 


God, 
e 


“** Tis religion that can give 
Sweetest comfort while we live , 
"lis religion must supply 
Solid comfort when we die. 
. “ After death, its joys will be 
Lasting as eternity ; 
Be the living God my Friend, 
‘Then my joys shall never end."’ 
Nothing in this world brings such happi- 
ness as a good case of religion. *“When God 
gets into the life joy will break out, , ‘The 
ark was a great blessing to the house of Obed- 
edom, God is never going to allow anybody 
to get ahead of him in bringing !gladness and 
blessing in return for taking God into the 
home life. 


WHEN Ges Vine Hermes 


Kinston, N, C. 





ERTAINLY 
OMES 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


** I love thy kingdom, Lord.”’ 
** Jesus, where’er thy —— meet.”’ 
** O day of rest and gladness,” 
*' Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing."’, 
‘* Pleasant are Thy courts above."’ 
** Walk in the light ; so shalt thou know.”’ 
** When we walk with the Lord.”’ 
‘* Who is on the Lord’s side ?"’ 
(References in egy me are to the metrical Psalm 
k “ Bible Songs.”’) 
Psalm 122 : 1-9 (266 : 1-4). 
Psalm 192 : 1-8 (285 : 1-3, 5). 
Psalm 84: 1-12 (169 : 1-3, 5). 
Psalm 24 : 1-10 (49: oak 
Psalm 125: 1-5 (271: 1, 3, 4). 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON TEACHING.—God’s house is for 
joyful worship. 
Introduction.—Let us repeat three 
Bible verses about gladness. ‘* This is the 
day which the Lord hath made; we will re- 
joice and be giad in it” (Psa. 118: 24). 
**Serve the Lord with gladness: come be- 
fore his presence with singing’’ (Psa. 100: 
2). ‘*I was glad when they said unto me, 
Let us go into the house of the Lord’’ (Psa. 
122: 1). 

What are some of the things which are 
always in the church? The children may 
mame the organ, pulpit and pews. On the 
pulpit is a big book— the Holy Bible. On 





the floor in front of the pulpit there is often 
a beautiful table, where the Lord’s Supper, 
or communion, is sometimes spread. 
Can you tell why churches are built? For 
glad and joyous worship, songs of praise and 
yer, and messages from God’s Word. 
t is why we say, ‘*Enter into his gates 
with thanksgiving and into his courts with 
praise.’’ Many people can truly say, ‘* I was 
giad,’* etc. Sing: ‘ 
** Holy Sabbath, happy morning, 
Joyfully the bells we hear, 
Swee'ly calling, gently calling 
Us to praise and prayer.”’ 
(Songs for Little People, 60 cents, Pilgrim Press.) 


Our own church is built of—? We call 
it the House of the Lord, or God’s House. 

Review.—When Samuel was a little boy 
and went to live with Eli in the house of the 
Lord, one part of it was called the Holy Place, 
because something very precious was kept 
there. It was a large, beautiful box, cov- 
ered with gold, and called the ark of God 
because it meant that God was there, There 
were rings at both sides of the ark for poles, 
by which it was always to be carried by men 
when the tent of meeting was moved, 

One time, when there was war, Eli’s sons 
carried this ark into the battle, and it was 
taken by the enemy. When Eli heard it he 
fell from his seat by the gate and died (lesson 
for February 21). 

Intervening Events.—The ark was gone 
from God’s house for a long time, The 
enemy who carried it away had so much 
trouble with it that they sent it back on an 
ox-cart without any driver. Some men who 
saw it coming carried it to the home of a 
good man for safe-keeping. It stayed there 
many years. 

When David became king of all Israel, he 
moved to Jerusalem, which was called the 
City of David. His kingdom grew stronger, 
for Jehovah was with him and helped him, 
David said, ‘‘ Jehovah is my strength and 
my shield, ...and I am helped.’? When 
other kings heard of David they sometimes 
came to fight, but God gave the victory to 
David. 

Story .Continued in To-day’s Lesson.— 
In Jerusalem King David built a palace 
for his big family, and many times he wished 
to build a house for God’s worship. First 
of all, he wanted to bring the ark of God to 
paps to place it in the tent of worship. 

e called a great company of men, and they 
went after it. They placed it on a new cart 
drawn by oxen. ‘The joyful procession 
started with songs and music of harps. The 


| oxen stumbled, and a man who caught hold 


of the ark fell dead. The joy was turned 
into mourning, 

King David couldn’t understand why this 
had happened. He decided to leave the ark 
in a house near by, and to wait until another 
time to bring it to Jerusalem, 

David soon heard that God’s blessing was 
upon the house where the ark stayed. David 
studied God’s law, and learned that the ark 


should always be carried by poles on the | 


shoulders of men, After three months David 
took with him some priests and Levites, who 
carried the ark as God had planned. Again 
there was great gladness with singing, shout- 
ing, and trumpets. They all could say, I 
was glad, etc. It may have been then that 
David felt like singing, ‘‘Surely goodness 
and mercy shall follow me all the days of my 
life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord 
forever.’’ 

Those words close the 23d or Shepherd 
Psalm. David wrote the next, the 24th. 
(Use only verses 7-10 for Primary children.) 

Around Jerusalem was a city wall with 
gates. As the joyful procession drew near, 
part of the chorus sang, Lift up your heads, 
O ye gates (v. 7). Others answered, Who 
is this king of glory?. The chorus replied 
(8b). Again the chorus sang (v. 9). Again 
rang out the question, Who is this King of 
Glory? The answer came, The Lord of 
Hosts, he is the King of Glory. The gates 
opened, the procession entered and carried 
the ark of God to the holy tent of meeting. 
They rejoiced to have it back where it be- 
longed, and they were glad to go to the 
house of the Lord. 

After the Story.—Improve this opportunity 
to encourage attendance at morning church 
worship. Sing: 

**Come ! come! people, come ! 
See the church doors are now open wide. 

Come ! come ; all may come ! 

Plenty of room for vou all inside."’ 

(Song Stories for the Sunday-school, 15 cents. 

Clayton F. Summy Co., Chicago.) 


Hand-work.—Draw the church bell, the 
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church doors, the church, the Bible, or some- 
thing pe make you glad to go to the house of 
the Lord, 


CHICAGO, 
4 


My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. Luella Denison Baldwin 


O YOU remember that big Sunday- 
school parade or Temperance Rally in 
which you took part? There were 

the children riding on floats, then came 
older boys and girls, the Boy Scouts in their 
uniforms, the women’s classes and organiza- 
tions, followed by a long line of men, Oh, 
what a throng of te! How enthusiastic 
all were ! Flags and banners were waving, 
bands were playing and people were singi 

** Onward, Christian Soldiers.’’ David led 
a parade of thirty thousand Pag when he 
went down after the ark of God. What was 
the ark? What did it contain? It stood for 
God’s presence with Israel, just as our 
churches are the places where we meet God. 
Not that God is not everywhere, but God 
especially manifested himself there. (1) 

vid had established the capital at Jeru- 
salem. As king he realized the people’s need 
of God. Tell the story of the first attempt to 
bring up the ark of God, resulting in Uzzah’s 
death and giving the plan (2 Sam. 6: 
I-12). What effect had the ark upon Obed- 
edom? The ark brought blessing to Obed- 
edom ; disobedience in connection with the 
ark brought death to Uzzah, Accepting 
God’s plan of salvation, faith in Jesus Christ, 
brings life and blessing. Ignoring God’s 
plan brings death and judgment, What 
place has God in your home? Do you 
spend the first moments of the day letting 
him speak to you through his Word? If you 
give God the opportunity, rest assured that 
he will bless you, too, (2 

What encouraged David to make another 
attempt to bring the ark to Jerusalem? Was 
it not ‘* with joy ’’ because he did it in the 
appointed way? See 1 Chronicles chapters 
15 and 16 for a fuller description, Was it 
not ** with joy’’ because he was conscious 
that he was bringing his people into a closer 
relationship with God ? 

How did David’s joy express itself? If 
all dancing were done because of joy in the 
Lord would there be evil results? When 
one realizes the appalling effects of our 
present-day, sinful dancing must one not 
conclude that Satan rather than Jehovah is 
its originator? (3) 

Can we imagine this happy procession of 
thousands as they went up to Jerusalem? 
The Twenty-fourth Psalm may have been 
sung by perhaps four thousand voices, with 
an orchestra of perhaps several hundred. 
Cornets, trumpets, cymbals, psalteries and 
harps were among the instruments used (1 
Chron, 15 : 28). 

Keeping in mind that Jerusalem was a 
walled city, have groups of girls read the 
Psalm responsively as it doubtless was sung: 
the great procession ascending the hill toward 
the gate sing verses I and 2; one voice per- 
haps questions in verse 3; others answer in 
verses 4 and §; all join together in singing 
verse 6; the chorus summons in verse 7; 
while from within the walls priests and 
Levites respond in verse 3; the summons is 
repeated as they pass through the gate into 
the city. Draw attention to three great 
truths that David sets forth in this psalm: 

God’s Dominion,.—The earth, the world 
and all that it contains: air, light, clouds, 
waters, winds, soil, dew, sun, moon and 
Stars, the beasts of the fields, the fowls of the 
air, the fish of the sea, the fruits of the earth, 
all are God’s. But the joy of all God’s crea- 
tion is man. To him alone God has given a 
soul. God’s own title to all is because God 
is the Creator. 

Man’s Deficiency.—Who can dwell with 
this wonderful God? He has said that all 
may. But not all will. Who will? He 
who is clean outwardly and pure within, 
Pilate’s washing his hands did not cleanse 
his heart. Our very life centers about the 
heart, There is no practising of deception 
with God (Psa, 139: 2-5; Matt. 5:8). Can 
man purify himself? By whom has man’s 
deficiency been met? (v. 5.) (4) 

Christ?’s Sufficiency.—Christ has been the 
only one with clean hands and a pure heart. 
He alone was worthy to ascend into the hill 
of the Lord. If we by faith lift the gates and 


throw wide open the doors of our lives, 
Christ will enter as ** King,’’ and ‘* King of 
Glory.” (§) 

The nation was blessed because David 
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re-established and supported the public wor- 
ship of God, Are we supporting the services 
of the church by our regular attendance and 
co-operation ? 

Judge Fawcett of Brooklyn, when sen- 
tencing a young man to the penitentiary, 
made this significant statement: ‘‘In the 
five years that I have been sitting on this 
val 4 I have had 2,700 boys before me for 
sentence, and not one of them was an at- 
tendant at Sunday-school.”’ 


Next Week’s Lesson 


1. Read 2 Samuel 12: 1-10, 

2. What is a parable ? 

3. Who killed Uriah? 

4. How did God show his mercy toward 
David? , 

5. How may we triumph over temptation ? 
(2 Cor, 2: 14). 


PHILADELPHIA, 


4 
Pucker’s “ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


$9 HAT would happen if all the 
churches in our country should 


close?’’ began teacher. 

‘*The saloons would soon all be back,’’ 
ventured Fatty, ‘‘and there wouldn’t be 
any Sabbath,’’ added Fred, ‘I guess the 
U. S. A. would soon go smash,”’ grinned 
Bulldog. 

‘¢ Well,’’ said teacher, ‘‘ that’s about what 
had happened in Israel.’’ 

ss What did you find out, Charlie, about 
Saul’s treatment of the priests at the taber- 
nacle?’’ he asked. 

‘*He had them killed, all but one,’’ an- 
swered Bumps, ‘for helping David to 


= id 

** Yes,’’ agreed Mr. Mason, ‘‘ Saul’s great 
weakness and the weakness of his reign was 
that he had turned his back on God,” 
He declared that the awful political corrup- 
tion in our town, that came out in the trial 
at Indianapolis last month, was due entirely 
to men who give God no place in their: lives 
and who scoff at the church, and so our city 
government has. been almost like Saul. 

** When David was finally crowned king,”’ 
went on teacher, *‘ as soon as he could estab- 
lish peace he held a great revival meeting 
and put the worship of God back at the cen- 
ter of national life, just as we are holding a 
great revival meeting in the big tabernacle 
at Tenth and Ohio Streets, and just as we 
hope to turn this city to God.”’ (1) 

ie said David’s revival centered about 
the ark, and he called for the home questions 
about it, what it was like, the way it was to 
be carried, how it had been captured by the 
Philistines, how it was sent back on a new 
cart because the Philistines didn’t know any 
better, and was left in Abinadab’s house for 
seventy years, 

Bert told how David captured Jerusalem, 
built it bigger and stronger for a capital city, 
and made a new tabernacle for the ark till 
he could get around to build a_ regular 
temple. 

We didn’t need to hunt up Jerusalem on 
the map, for we all know where it is, but 
we were interested in looking through our 
class stereoscope at a picture of it as it is 
to-day.]_ We could look across a deep val- 
ley and see the wall of Jerusalem at the 
southeast corner of the city. Mr. Mason 
says it has been changed very much since 
those early days, but David built his first 
wall somewhere on that hill, and there they 
carried the ark, 

Bulldog Jones had the question about the 
first time they tried to bring up the ark. He 
said they forgot the right way to carry it, and 
put it on an ox-cart, as the ignorant Philis- 
tines did. God wouldn’t stand for such a 
careless way of treating sacred things, and 
taught them a lesson. When one fellow 
grabbed hold of the ark he just fell down 
dead like he’d touched a live wire. That 
scared them so they left the ark in Obed- 
edom’s house for three months before they 
dared try it again. (2) 

Next we read the first four verses of the 
lesson, and teacher had us describe the pro- 
cession the way we thought it must have 
been,—the Levites carrying the ark on their 
shoulders, priests offering sacrifices along 
the road, the band and choir playing and 
singing as they marched along, and David 
dancing at the head of the whole procession. 

**I thought it wasn’t right to dance,’’ says 


1See “ Visiting the Lesson Scenes,” page 300 in 
this issue. 
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Fred. So teacher talked a while about the 
difference between dancing of this kind, 
where a person dances alone for joy, and 
dancing with your arm around a girl just be- 
cause you like to. He says we boys can 
dance by ourselves all we want to whenever 
we feel happy, and he believes nobody could 
have danced any harder or more innocently 
than we did last Saturday when Bulldog 
knocked a home-run in the ninth inning. (3) 

Then we talked about how David became 
Israel’s greatest king, and Mr. Mason asked 
us what was the most important thing David 
did for his country. (4) 

Bert thought it was building such a fine 
strong capital city, Bulldog argued for his 
licking the Philistines out of their boots. 
But teacher said there was something greater 
than either of those, Finally little Carl sug- 
gested it was writing the Psalms, 

‘* What were the Psalms for?’’ asked Mr. 
Mason, 

**To sing in their church service,’’ an- 
swered Carl, and teacher. explained that 
uniting the nation, defeating the Philistines, 
and fortifying a new capital would have been 
of little use without putting the worship of 
God at the center. That. was what really 
gave the nation unity and power. 

Ile says history has proved that no nation 
can be permanently great which does not put 
religion at the center of its life, and no man 
can have real power and depth of character 
without Christ in his heart. 

He drew a wheel on the blackbo=rd, leav- 
ing out the hub, 

** How strong would such a wheel be?” 
he asked, and we agreed that it wouldn’t 
last long. 

And,” he said, ** without God at the 
center a man’s life is like that wheel on the 
board, sure to fail in a tight place,’’ 

Then he drew the hub in the wheel, 
marked it God, and called on us to name 
some great men who had God at the center 
of their characters and careers, We named 
Paul, Luther, Gladstone, Lincoln, and a lot 
more, 

‘Teacher said what David did for Israel by 
utting God at the center, we must help do 
or America, and the best way to do it is by 

giving God the central place in our own 
hearts, and in our own homes when we have 
homes of our own, Then we shall be blest 
as the home of Obed-edom was. (5) 


Home Questions for Next Lesson 


(With classes of younger boys, the first 
two questions may be omitted, and only the 
passage in 2 Samuel 12 : I-10 need be used 
as lesson material.) 


Where did David’s sin start? 
What consequences followed David's dal- 
lying with sin? 
How did David get rid of Uriah ? 
Ilow did God show David his sin ? 
What is the best way to show a person his 
sin ? 
What can we do if we have sinned? 
How can we avoid falling before tempta- 
tion? 
An Outline of Pucker’s Lesson 
The Teaching. 
True religion is the foundation of all real 
strength, both national and personal. 
Beginning. 
What would happen if all churches should 
close ? 
How did Saul treat the priests? 
Does this explain Israel's weakness ? 
A Revival. 
What was the ark like ? 
How was it to be carried ? 
How had it been captured ? 
How was it returned ? 
Where did David establish his capital? 
( Picture. ) 
What happened when they first moved the 
ark? 


Describe the procession at the second at- 
tempt. 

Was it wrong for David to dance? 

Power of Religion. 

What was David's greatest deed for his 
country ? 

What were the Psalms for ? 

What is the most important influence in 
national life? ( Blackboard.) 

Name some truly great men who put God 
at the center. 

How can we best help our country ? 


Terre Haute, IND. 
< 


Margaret Slattery’s “* The Girl in Her 
Zeens”’ is just the book to help you with your 
class of girls, Itmay be had from The Sun- 
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For Family Worship 
By John Timothy Stone, D.D. 








HERE is nothing like taking your own 
family and your children into your con- 
fidence, and telling them of some of 

the real blessings which have come to you 
in personal and quiet study from God’s Word. 
Very many times our Scripture reading in 
family worship is somewhat perfunctory, and 
grows cold because of its regularity and form- 
alism, When reading the lesson of the morn- 
ing, express to your family something which 
has come to you in direct appeal, and which 
has been a real blessing toyou. Relate some 
incident which has tied this truth into your own 
life and made it more convincing and helpful. 
Bring up some family experience which will 
illustrate the truth, or in some way show them 
how closely they are related to the real sym- 
pathies of your own life and to your own pur- 

ose. I believe that nothing can be more 
1elpful than taking the family into your own 
confidence, and letting them know how deeply 
qr yourself appreciate the truth of God’s 
Vord, and how it helps you in your individual 
effort to do right, and in your own personal 
experience, 

Hones confession is sometimes helpful as 
well. If you have neglected certain work 
which you should have done, or if you have 
allowed other things to take the place of your 
own eee religious life, let them know 
that this is so and that you desire to make it 
otherwise and aim so todo, Then when you 
unite with them in prayer, it will have very 
much more weight with them, and they will 
realize that touch of sincerity which will appeal 
tothem, Again, if you have done that which 
is wrong, or been hasty or thoughtless, cross 
or unkind, admit it in a frank and earnest 
way, stating that you wish the grace of God 
more clearly in your own heart, to make you 
of more worth and a better example to them. 
Some of the most touching experiences of ail 
life have been those in which a parent has 
recognized .his own error or his own _petu- 
lance, and has shown his heart to his family 
and children. This will bring them toa true 
sense of penitence and a true and genuine 
sympathy. Love begets love, and humility 
and penitence beget their own in others. 





May 24 to 30 
Mon.—2 Sam. 6: 1-15. 
David Brings the Ark to Jerusalem. 

Wherever the ark is, there the presence of 
God abides. It is not enough to believe in 
an ark ; the ark of God must be in the city, 
and must be in the life, ‘* The kingdom of 
God is within you.’’ ‘Abide in me, and I 
in you,’’ 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for greater 
loyally to the Word of God; that loyalty 


which will not let anything interfere with | 


its daily, constant reading; that lovalty 
which suggests that without God's Word it 
ts impossible for the spiritual life to grow, 
Pray for faithfulness, 


Tues.— 2 Sam. 6: 16-23. David's Rejoicing. 

A heart of joy makes other hearts joyful. 
There is nothing so influential as happiness, 
nothing which permeates and rejoices others 
so much, A happy life and a happy face 
mean strength, vision, and help to others, 
Joyful lives are victorious lives. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray that May 
days on the battle-fields may have somecomfort 
and quietness, Pray that the wild flowers 
may not all be trampled beneath the feet of 
contending armies, but that God may speak 
fo many a sad contending life through the 
beauty of nature. 


Wed.—2 Sam. 7: 18-29. David's Prayer. 

The real test of a Christian life is the 
prayer power of that life, and a photograph 
of the heart may be taken in the substance 
of that prayer. . As people pray, they really 
live. ‘There is no deceiving God or man 
when the heart talks with God. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for a sense 
of a greater need of God, in the little things 
of every day, in the ordinary activities of 
life. Pray that God may enrich our lives 
in those things which would become monot- 
onous without him, Pray for the recogni- 
tion of God's presence everywhere. 

Thurs.— Exod. 25 : 10-22. 
The Ark af the Covenant. 

What a wonderful ark it was!) How much 
it meant to Israel ; how much it has always 


day School Times Co., at 50 cents, postpaid. | meant to the people of God. Is the ark of 





God in our midst now? Are we conscious 
of his very presence in the sacred surround- 
ings of life ? 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS : Pray for those who 
are suffering indirectly because of this awful 
war, Pray for widows and orphans; pray 
for mothers and children at home; pray 
that homes may be sustained, and that 
hearts may be kept brave who know nothing 
of their loved ones on distant battle-fields. 


Fri.—Psalm 125. Jehovah's Presence. 

What an uplift there is in this wonderful 
psalm of strength, Think of these words, — 
**abideth forever.”’ . It suggests that other 
passage, which will never be forgotten by 
some of us because we have seen it engraved 
upon Mr, Moody’s tombstorie at Northfield, 
—‘** He that doeth the will of God abideth 
forever.” 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Pray for the mayor 
of your own city, the governor of your own 
stale; and constantly pray for the President 
of the United States, his cabinet, the Houses 
of Congress, and all who make and execute 
our laws, Pray for those who are in au- 
thority as administrative and executive 
Boards of government, both locally and 
nationally, 


Sat.—Psa. 122. Joy in the Sanctuary. ‘ 

‘This psalm should be one to which we in- 
stinctively turn when we enter God’s house 
and have a few minutes of quiet before the 
service begins. Do we always go to the 
house of God in prayer? Do we realize the 
blessing of the church of Christ in its very 
pesence and in its sacred lessons and associa- 
tions ? : 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for those who 
minister to us in spiritual things; that they 
may be men not only of thoughtful lives, but 
consecrated thinking; men who learn les- 
sons from God and give those lessons to us; 
men who are constantly in touch with the 
Most High. 


Sun.—Psa. 24. Jehovah Entering Zion. 

This is a psalm of triumph. We can hear 
them singing as they march ; we can see their 
faces, exultant and glad. This psalm has the 
buoyant note of victory and rejoicing ; it has 
the triumphant note of faith and progress. 
We must all let the King of Glory into our 
lives. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for the resto- 
ration of the Sabbath day in all Christian 
lands and especially in our own beloved 
land. Oh, how sadly our nation is now 
missing the force of the Sabbath. Pray that 
Sunday may be given back to us; that me 
who name Christ’s Name may not desecrate 
it, nor disregard tts holiness and the value 
of its sacred quiet, 





[ Children at Home 





Little Mollie’s Pet Bear 
By Alice G. Whitman 
A True Story 


HEN Mary was a little girl, five or 
six years old, she lived in Canada 
on a farm in the western part of 

Ontario. Mary was the only giri in the 
family but she had seven big brothers 
whose chief delight it was to buy presents 
for ‘‘little Mollie’’ as they called her, or to 
take her off for a few days when they camped 
out in the early spring to boil down the sap 
from the maple trees in order to make deli- 
cious maple sugar and candy. 

Ben was the brother next to Mary. Te 
was fifleen years old. Wherever Ben went 
you would be almost sure to see little Mollie, 
for he was never satisfied unless she was 
near him; and though Mary loved all her 
brothers Ben was her hero. Their parents 
could always trust Mary with Ben, for no 
matter what he was doing, he never neg- 
lected his little sister. The first money that 
Ben ever earned by milking the cows all 
one summer he saved to buy a pretty white 
muslin dress for little Mollie because he 
thought she looked prettier in white than in 
the strong gingham dresses she usually wore. 
Ben thought that Mollie’s eyes were bluer 
and her golden curls more golden and her 
cheeks pinker than those of any other girl 
he knew. 

It was one day when Ben and his brother 
Tom were out hunting that Ben found the 
baby bear. 
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‘Tom, who was a few yards aliead, shot 
the mother bear, and as Ben came running 
up to him he heard something whining and 
crying piteously. He looked all ‘around 
carefully and finally discovered that the 
noise seeméd to come from a hollow log. 
Ben lay flat on the ground and peered into 
the log. He saw two bright eyes staring at 
him. He put his arm in and drew outa 
baby bear. The poor little thing began to 
cry again for his mother, 

Both Tom and Ben were sorry now that 
they killed the mother, Ben said, ‘* Let: us 
take the baby home to Mollie, She will 
pet and comfort him.’’ 

Mary was wild with delight, for the little 
bear was so round and soft and fat, and as 

layful as a kitten. She named the little 
ellow ‘* Brownie, ’’ and after this you would 
always see Brownie with Mollie and Ben. 


In fact every one on the farm made a great © 


pet of Brownie for he was such an affection- 
ate little fellow. 

Ben taught him to dance, to climb a pole, 
and many other tricks for he would do al- 
most anything for a taste of honey or jam. 
But it was through this very love of sweet 
things that Brownie came to a sad end. 

One warm summer day, when Brownie 
was overa year old, the cellar door that 
opened in the yard had been left open so 
that a breeze would blow through the house. 
Mary’s mother had been making strawberry 
jam that morning and after putting it in 
bowls and jars had placed them on a low 
shelf in the cellar to cool before putting the 
covers on. 

While all the family were at dinner 
Brownie was roaming around the yard, and 
as he was snuffing around the cellar door he 
smelt something delicious, so down the few 
steps into the cellar he went to explore. 
He soon discovered the rows of china bowls 
and jars on the shelf, Then up he stood on 
his hind legs and holding a jar firmly in one 
paw, with the other he scooped out the jam 
or ran his sharp little nose in and licked it 
out with his tongue. 

Oh ! it was so good, the more he tasted, 
the more he wanted. In this way he emp- 
tied two'dozen jars, licking each one out so 
clean that you would never imagine that 
there had been jamin them a few minutes 


ago. 

e When the family had finished dinner Ben 
and Mollie went out as usual to find Brownie 
and give him his meal. He did not come 
when called, so they hunted around for him, 
and, hearing a noise in the cellar, down they 
went, There they found Brownie just fin- 
ishing the twenty-fourth jar of jam, but as 
there were several more Brownie was deter- 
mined not to leave until he had finished them 
all. When Ben tried to get him away he 


‘| growled and showed his teeth in an ugly 


fashion. 

Ben’s first thought was to get Mollie out 
of danger. 

In the meantime Tom, seeing how things 
were, ran to the house for his gun, ‘hen 
he marched down cellar and tried to coax 


Find Out 
The Kind of Food that will Keep You Well 


The true way is to find out what is 
best to eat and drink, and then cultivate 
a taste for those things instead of poison- 
ing ourselves with improper, indigestible 
food, etc. 

A conservative Massachusetts woman 
writes : 

‘‘I have used Grape-Nuts 5 years for 
the young and for the aged ; in sickness 
and in health; at first following direc- 
tions carefully, later in a variety of ways 
as my taste and judgment suggested. 

‘* But its most special, personal benefit 
has been as a substitute for meat, and 
served dry with cream when rheumatic 
troubles made it important for me to 
change diet. 

‘* Served in this way with the addition 
of acup of hot Postum and a little fruit it 
har been used at my morning meal for 
six months, during which time my health 
has much improved, nerves have grown 
steadier, and a gradual decrease in my 
excessive weight adds greatly to my 
comfort.”’ 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. Read ‘‘ The Road to Well- 
ville,” in pkgs. ‘‘There’s a Reason.” 

Ever read the above letter? A new 
one appears from time to time. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 
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LESSON FOR MAY 30 (2 Sam. 6: 1-19; Psa. 24) 


Superintendents and Teachers 


Are You Alive 


to the importance of giving 
Systematic Birthday Recognition? 


The new 
Graded Birthday Cards 


purpose. iia jose’ You need for BS 
— a’ S. AG For ages 
ea 


THE PRACTICAL SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPPLIES CO. 
14 West Washington St. Dept. A, Chicago, Il. 


Brownie out, but Brownie would not be 
persuaded to leave the strawberry jam, He 
made a rush at Tom, who finally was obliged 
to shoot him in self-defense, 

Mollie cried a good deal when she found 
poor Brownie dead, but Ben and Tom and 
the others explained to her how Brownie’s 
real nature had awakened at last, and that 
it would not be safe to have him running 
around and playing with them any longer. 

Mary is a grandmother now, and this is 
one of the stories she tells her little grand- 
daughter Mary. 


Canso, Nova ScoTIA, 


[fst aon tava 


ILLINOIS.—If you were a Primary superin- 
tendent and permitted to enter a new room 
with the privilege of expending a few dollars on 
ae what pictures would you select ?— 

Cc. 











CERTAINLY should not fill up the walls 
with pictures of former pastors, nor pic- 
tures of the deluge, nor pictures of wars. 

My first selection would be ‘‘ Christ Bless- 

ing Little Children ’’ (Plockhorst), Then I 
should put in Raphael’s ‘‘ Madonna of the 
Chair,’? Then I would get Hoffman’s ‘‘ Boy 
Christ in the Temple,’’ not the entire pic- 
ture, but just the detail. There are many 
other pictures of the same general kind that 
are yery attractive indeed. 





CONNECTICUT.—How can the superintend- 
ent of a Bible school in a suburban community 


lan for organized work or departments 
butside of the Sunday sessions of the school, 


in which young people, especially young men, 
can be trained by experience in service and 
leadership for efficient leadership in positions 
of larger opportunity and responsibility, say for 
Bible school superintendents ?—W. H. H. 

F THESE young people, especially these 
young men, can be formed into a week- 
day class and take for their study Dr. 

McElfresh’s book, ‘‘ The Training of Officers 
and Teachers ’’ (Pilgrim Press, 75 cents net), 
they will find it an admirable start in the 
direction indicated. If the community is 
thickly enough settled, there will be abun- 
dant opportunity for many varieties of com- 
munity service, all of which will give these 
young people training and development. 





NEW YoRK.—Can ydu give me information 
regarding any new Sunday-school attendance 
increaser? We have a small rural school and 
wish to build it up. We have tried the Red and 
Blue button contest and Cross and Crown sys- 
tem, but want something new.—J. A. L. 

HE best kind of growth is a slow, steady, 
continuous growth brought about by 
continuous effort to make the school 

what it ought to be. When you can make 
your school g/ow because of its efficiency, and 
carry on the work in such a manner as to cre- 
ate a choice spirit among the members, your 
scholars and workers will soon begin to talk 
about it, and this is the best kind of advertis- 
ing you can have, A business firm wisely 
announces, ‘‘ Satisfied customers are the best 
advertisers.” This is true. Ifyou can make 
your school so good and attractive that the 
ipo will love it and talk about it, you will 

ave little difficulty in holding your members 
and securing new ones, The Red and Blue 
contests and all similar contests have this to 
their disadvantage, that too often they cause 
growth by the addition of proud flesh, so to 
speak, that sooner or later dropsout. Itisa 
Positive detriment to any school to add ten 
or twenty or fifty per cent to its enrolment 
by a spasmodic effort, and then fall back to 
nearly its normal former condition, No school 
ought to grow more rapidly than it ean assim- 





ilate and properly care for and teach its pu- 
i Put the stress on quality, and try to 
build your school from that standpoint—and 
r membership wil] soon increase, and the 
increase will be a helpful one. 


MASSACHUSETTS.—Is there any book pub- 
lished on blackboard work for Sunday-schools? 
Am using a blackboard in a small Sunday- 
school, and desire to improve my artistic qual- 
ities. —A. H. B. 


HERE are a good many books nowa- 
days on blackboard work. Some are 
retty good, and some are not so good, 
The chief fault with most is that they con- 
template the drawing of pictures, If a pic- 
ture is to be beautiful and well drawn, espe- 
cially if presented in colors, it will require 
much more time than it is possible to give 
during the Sunday-school session. It is far 
better to do plain, simple work at the time 
the illustration is needed than to do fine 
work before the school assembles. Some of 
the books, however, will tell you how to do 
good blackboard work. The following is a 
partial list : 


Chalk; Or, What We Can Do With It, 
by Wood (Revell, 75 cents —_ 

Crayon and Character, Griswold (Meigs 
Pub. Co., $1 postpaid). 

Five Minute Object Lessons, Stall (Vir Pub- 
lishing Co., $1 net). 

Object Lessons for Junior Work, Wood 
(Revell, 50 cents), 

Object Lessons and Illustrated Talks, Kenn- 
gott (United Society of C. E., Boston, 
25 cents). 

Pencil Points for Preacher and Teacher, 
Pierce (Revell, $1.25 wre 

Pictured Truth, Pierce (Revell, $1.25 net). 

Seeing Truth; Or, Object Teaching with 
Magical Effects, Woolston (Praise Pub- 
lishing Co., 75 cents). 

The Bible and the Blackboard, Belsey 
(Whittaker, 75 cents). 

The Blackboard Class, Darnell (Wilde, 25 
cents). 

The Blackboard in the Sunday School, Bailey 
(Wilde, 75 cents), 


a al 


** Booze Sermon” at Paterson 


( Continued from page 297) 

We have a cook at our Indiana home who 
knows just what I want to eat when I return 
from a campaign,”’ said Billy one night in the 
course of his sermon. ‘*She gets a big, 
thick steak, and cooks it rich and juicy with 
plenty of gravy. She bakes a big potato. 
She makes a thick apple-pie with plenty of 
juice and cinnamon and whipped cream. Oh, 
I can taste it now.’’ 

Judge Elbert H. Gary, Chairman of the 
Board of Directors of the United States Steel 
Corporation, and Mrs. Gary, were in the 
audience, After the meeting Mrs. Gary 
said: ‘*Mr, Sunday, if you will come to my 
home’fer luncheon the first day you have off 
I will see that you get just what you have 
spoken about, and you won’t have to wait 
till you get to Indiana,’’ 

The invitation was accepted, and the fol- 
lowing Monday Mr. and Mrs, Sunday, Paul, 
and William, Jr., went to New York and 
lunched with Judge and Mrs, Gary. And 
Billy had his Indiana dishes as he had de- 
scribed them. 

** Yes, Ma has gone to Indiana after the 
boys,’”’ he remarked one night during one of 
his sermons, ‘* And I am lonesome. But 
after she has been away from them about two 
weeks she goes to the west window and 
looks at the sunset. I know what that 
means, In a day or two she packs her. grip, 
and is gone to the boys, and I am alone. 
When she has been gone about two days, 
then I go to the west window and look at the 
sunset, and wish that I was there with them, 
or that they were here with me. But she is 
coming back to-morrow, and then we will all 
be here but one, She is the best wife a man 
ever had, I trust to her judgment in every- 
thing. She is better than any man I ever 
knew. I never went against her judgment 
that I didn’t go up against it. I shall be 
glad when she is back. I will fee] more like 
myself,’’ 

Before he was done speaking scarcely a 
dry eye remained in the Ceene. The audi- 
ence considered it one of the noblest tributes 
they ever heard, and they got closer to Billy 
Sunday then than they had in listening to 
many of his sermons, They saw there the 
real mah showing through the evangelist, 
and they took him to their hearts and loved 
him for his tribute to his wife. 
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Children of 28 Nations 


g A group of children representing the product of 
the Sunday-school in twenty-eight nations has been 
brought together in a multi-color, highly artistic, print- 
picture, 1814 x23 inches. 


@ One who has seen it says that “ This picture should 
be in every home and on the walls of every Sunday- 
school in Chistian nations.” 


@ This picture will contnbute to a deeper interest in 
missions m showing the happy faces of Riasiomesieal 
children in twenty-eight nations girding the globe. 

@ The Sunday School Times will present one 
one of these pictures (postage paid) as long as 
the supply lasts, to any one sending us immediately 
five introductory subscriptions for three months at 
twenty-five cents each, or three introductory subscrip- 
tions for six months at fifty cents each. 


@ If the picture does not prove to be exactly what 
you want, return it immediately in good condition, 
postage paid, and in its stead take your choice of any 
one of our fifty cent books. 

@ Instant action is advisable, as there is only a lim- 
ited number of these pictures on hand. 

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 

1031 Walnut Street, - - - Philadelphia 
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POCONO MANOR INN 


OPEN ALL THE YEAR. POCONO MANOR, PA. 


Under Quaker management ; 1,800 feet above sea 
level; 800 acres; finest scenery in Pocono Moun- 
tains ; table, water and Friendly environment ; pri- 
vate baths; exhilarating golf, tennis and bowling ; 
ample garage ; fine stone roads. M. B. Dengler. 


a 
CHURCH PEWS 


and PULPIT FURNITURE 


Globe Furniture Co., Ltd., 23 Park Place, Northville, Mich 


MARY BALDWIN SEMINARY "sisvcteg va 


Term ns Sept. gth, rors. Located the Shenan- 




















doah Valley of Virginia, Unsurpassed climate, Modern 
appointments. Students the pace session from 3: 
States. ‘Terms moderate. Pupils enterany time. Senc 


for catalogue. Miss E. C. WEIMAR, Principal. 


rpal New Athens, Ohio 
FRANKLIN COL LEG E iin Heseteeiaas 


debates, athletics, etc.; $180 and ‘up; catalog. 


IVINITY COURSE AT HOME leading to grad- 
uation. Easy payments. Catalog. Write Prof. 
Cc. J. Burton, Oskaloosa College, Oskaloosa, lowa. 


The Sanday Suol Times 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the United States and Canada, These 
jrates include postage : 

a Five or more copies, either to 



















separate addresses or in a pack- 
ge to one address, $1.00 each, “per ‘year. 

One copy, or any number. of 
1 .50 copies less than five, $1.55 each, 
Oné copy, five yéars, $6.00. 
One free copy addi- 
tional will be allowed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
$1.00 rate. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


Th: Sunday School Times will be sent to any of the 
countries embraced in the Universal Pocta! Union at 
the following rate, which includes postage : 

One copy, one year, 6 shillings. 

Five or more copies, in a package to one address, 
5 Shillings each. 

For Great Britain, Mr. T. French Downie, 21 
Warwick Lane; London, E. C.., will receive yearly 
or half-yearly subscrivtions at the aboveTate, the paper 
to be mailed direct frém Philadelphia to the subscrib- 
ers. Mr. Downie can also supply the other publications 
of The Sunday School Times Company. 


Tue Sunpay ScHooL Times Co., Publishers, 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting. — 
By Robert E. Speer | 








Sunday, May 30, 1915. 
The Call of Foreign Missions for 
Money, Men, and Prayers. 
(Hag. 2 : 4-9) 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MONn.—The money call (t Cor. 16 : 1-4). 
‘TUKS.—The answer (2 Cor. 8 : 1-7). 
WED.—Call for men (Matt. 20 : 1-7). 
THURS.—The answer (Acts 22 : 10). 
FRI.—Call for prayer (Matt. 9 : 38). 
SaT.—The answer (Acts 8 : 1-4). - 











What can we give? 

Our duty toward foreign missions. 

What do we know about the needs of foreign 
missions? ’ 


EN wanted, This was Coleridge Pat- 
teson’s call; “I must say plainly 
that I would rather not have a man 

from England at all, than be bound to accept 
& man who might not thoroughly and cor- 
dially work into the general system that we 
have adopted. We live together entirely, 
all meals in common, same cabin, same hut, 
and the general life and energy of us all 
would be damaged by the introduction of 
any one discordant element, You will prob- 
ably say, ‘Men won’t go out on these 
terms,’ and this is indeed probable, yet if 
they are the right fellows for this work—a 
work wholly anomalous, unlike.all other 
work that they have thought of, in many 
respects—they will think that what I say is 
reasonable, and like the prospect all the 
better (I think) because they see that it means 
downright work, in a cheery, happy, hopeful, 
friendly spirit. A man who takes the senti- 
mental view of coral islands and cocoanuts, 
of course, is worse than useless. A man 
possessed with the idea that he is making a 
sacrifice will never do; and a man who 


thinks any kind of work ‘beneath a gentle-{' 


man’ will simply be in the way, and be 
rather uncomfortable at seeing the Bisho 
do what he thinks degrading to do himself, 
I write all this quite freely, wishing to con- 
vey, if possible, some idea to you of the kind 
of men we need. And if the right fellow is 
moved by God’s grace to come out, what a 
welcome we will give him, and how happy 
he will soon be in a work the abundant 
blessings of which none can know as we know 
them,’” 


Men wanted. This was General Haig’s 
call: **Let me speak to the young men 
here, It astonishes me—I do not know how 
to account for it—not that you do not all go 
out to the heathen, but that you do not all, 
at least, try to go, that you do not all joyfully 
offer your services to the various churches to 
which you belong for work in the foreign 
field. Instead of this, you are content to 
remain ingloriously at home, and the mis- 
sionary societies cannot get men... But, oh! 
what a glorious life is a missionary’s! I 
recollect that great meeting in Exeter Hall, 
when taere was a University man speaking 
on the platform, atid behind him some fifty 
more University men. He himself had been 
out in Africa, and knew something of the 
work, and he said to his fellows, ‘ It seems to 
me,that.after you.have gone through all your 
training at Cambridge it must be very slow 
work for you to settle down in a little Eng- 
lish parish of 300 people, to whom the gos- 
pél has been preached for generations, while 
the whole heathen world lies in darkness, 
Very slow, indeed, I. should «say. Ah, 
friends, there are millions dying with the 
love of God yearning over them, and they 
know it not. Won’t you go to their help? 
Are there not some here to-day who will 
say, ‘‘ Lord here am I; send me’’?’ ” 


b 

Money is wanted. As Dr, Pierson said 
in his missionary lectures entitled ** The New 
Acts of the Apostles,’’ ‘A new standard of 
giving will be adopted by the church when- 
ever the Spirit once more pervades it with 
Ilis living power. Greed is to-day domi- 
nant even among disciples. It is changing 
some of them into coin; sq that they have a 
metallic ring and will drop into the coffin 
with a chink, The ministry of money is not 
understood or appreciated ; men are purse- 





1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


proud because they have no sense of stew- 





ardship ; they think of their gains as their 
own, and of giving as an act of merit ; and so 
become arrogant and sometimes defiant in 
their avarice. How quickly when God's 
Spirit possesses us-we see that nothing is our 
own, and even we ourselves are slaves paid 
for in blood and made free at a great price; 
and so we, and all we have, belong to our 
Redeemer! ‘To such a man hoarded gains 
seem heaps of cankered coin whose rust is 
an accusation,’’ 
~ 


Prayer is wanted. Major Malan wrote of 
this need: ‘The whole power of the 
Church of Christ lies in prayer. The prom- 
isés of God are unlimited to believing prayer. 
‘All things whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, 
believing, ye shall receive.’ How thank- 
ful I am that Livingstone was found on his: 
knees! Does it not tell us whence came 
the power for his self-denial, his courage, 
his endurance? Oh, the mighty power of 
pore How it opens the doors of the 

eart! how it quickens the energies of the 
soul! how it revives hope! How it strength- 
ens faith! Only let Christians pray earnestly 
for the spread of the Lord’s kingdom through- 
out the earth, they will find their purse- 
strings loosed. The Lord will honor them 
to answer their own prayer. Only let them 
pray the Lord of the harvest to thrust forth 
laborers into the harvest, in sincerity and 
truth; they will soon find themselves em- 
ployed in various ways in His service. Has 
the church given sufficient value to our Lord’s 
example in prayer? His nights and His 
early mornings of prayer, have they no voice 
for the church in these days ?”’ 

“ 

Have we ever asked ourselves the plain 
question, “ Why should I not go as a mis- 
sionary?’’ 

The burden of proof rests on you to show 
that you should not go. 

Whatever we have God gave us not to keep 
but to give back to the giver. 

Prayer for. missions is the true breath of 


Christians. 
ae 


Can You Answer These 


‘ as 
Hf 2 Serer 


By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


226. Where are ostriches said to be cruel ? 

227. When was a broken oath punished by 
three years of famine ? 

228. Who built a city with one hand and 
carried a weapon in the other? 

229. What prophet prophesied that Christ 
should come out of Egypt ? 


230. Who said that it was good for a man to 
bear the yoke in his youth ? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


221. The Moabites who were captured by 
David in his great war against them 
(2 Sam. 8: 2). 

222. David when the Ark of God came back 
to Israel (2 Sam. 6 : 19). 

223. Jeroboam. Ahijah the prophet rent his 
new garment into twelve pieces and gave 
him ten as a prophecy that the kingdom 
should be rent out of the hand of Solo- 
mon and ten tribes given to Jeroboam 
(1 Kings 11 : 28-31). 

224. One hundred and eighty thousand be- 
sides thirty-three hundred overseers 
(1 Kings § : 13-15). 

225. The wife of Lot, who was changéd into 
a pillar of salt (Genesis £9 : 26). 





Notre—The answer to question 209 should have 
been Psalm 24, instead of Psalm 27. 


(Lesson for May 30) May 15, 1915. 
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ameteas ee Committee 
because it is the latest and best, and 
Garehee oe one wtih & chil- 
ren p' your 
church and’ Sumiay School should 
The n language of the 


use. 
American Standard Bible brings to the read- 
er the exact thought of the sacred writers, 


Rev. 0. W. Powers, D.D., President American 
Christian Convention, says: 


* While senchigg the children the Bible, let us 
give it to them in best possible form.’’ : 


The American Standard Bible 
is used and recommended by the greatest 
Biblical scholars, and is the basis for the 
uniform and graded lessons prepared by 
the International Lesson Committee. Made 
in all styles ; prices from 35 cents up. 

Send for free booklet, ‘‘The Wonderful 

Story,” or ask your Bookseller. 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS 
Bible Publishers for over Sixty Years. 


281 A Fourth Ave., New York 


Free Children’s Day Services 
of Flowers 























Free ate a: Feo 
Caile’s Day Classics No. 3 cConnities: 
Songs of ssc 88 dome, 
Carols of Summer "GB rconok poste a. 

Children’s Day No. 1, 10¢ each. 
Recitations, Drills and Exercises. 
ns * a Sunshi Prices as above. 
Send 10 cents in for 6 new— 


all 
HALL-MACK C0.,or ) 1018-20 Arch St., Phila. 
CHILDREN’S DAY 


SAMP request 
FREE. [refers suits tangs variety of fatter | 


Tullar-Meredith Co., Hw" wettiatinn street Cuore 


Carnival of the Flowers 


A BEAUTIFUL CHILDREN’S DAY CANTATA 
Libretto by L1zz1z DkArmonp, Music by W. B. Juve- 
FIND. A splendid entertai for Children’s Day. 
Something new! Send r5c fora copy, and we will also 
send you copies of 3 new Children’s Day Services. 
JUDEFIND BROS., Publishers, Station E, Baltimore, Md. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL MELODIES 


In connection with this great book is first offered a 
new instrumental idea for Sunday School music. 


FOUR-HAND PIANO ARRANGEMENT 


A wonderful instrumental effect. Can be used with 
or independent of an orchestra. 

Send 25c (stamps accepted) for copy of the song book 
and a trial instalment of the new instrumental idea. 


Tullar-Meredith Co. , it W. Washington St, Onic.go 
WILLIAMS PIANOS 


AND ORGANS for homes and churches sent on 


pproval. Factory prices and easy 
terms, Sendforfreecatalog. State wae ee or or- 
gan. Williams Piano &QrganCo.,Dept.T,Chicago 





























“ 
OME-MAKING, THE NEW PROFE 
iustrated ee ace Peer ¥ . Home study 
Domestic Science courses. For home-making, teach- 
ing and well-paid positions. Amertcan SCHOOL oF 
Home. Economics, so2 W. 69th St.. Curcaco, Iti. 


sis a 100-pp. il- 
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100, Manila $12.50 


"BILLY SUNDAY 
eat Revival Hymns No.Two” 


is easily the greatest gospel song book of modern times. A million 
* copies have been issued im two years, and the demand continues to 
. wer. A returnable copy will be mailed you for examination, so don’t 

fail to see this great book before purchasing tor any of the departments 
7 of your church work. Cash p : Cloth $2 


The greatest evangelist of modern times 


naturally insists on having the very best 
gospel song book obtainable, 


5 per 100, limp $18 per 
per 100 not prepaid. 











/ ‘Children’s Day Services “The Rodecheaver kind—the best kind.” 


tors issue. 5 cents per copy, 55 cents per dozen, $4.35 per 100, prepaid. 
Send for a sample copy of the great new choir paper—“* The Gospel Choir.” 


THE ROVEHEAVER COMPANY SuicabePsnia : s72°Cipvineoct Buttding 


Send at once for free sample copies of the 
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